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End in sight? GM CEO Barm joins talks with striking union 


By TOM KHSHER 
APAuto Writer 
DE1R0IT (AP) — General 
Motors CEO Mary Barra 
joined negotiators at the 
bargaining table, an indi¬ 
cation that a deal may be 
near to end a monthlong 
strike by the United Auto 
Workers union that has 
paralyzed the company's 
factories 

Barra and GM President 
Mark Reuss were in the 
bargaining room early 
Tuesday, a person briefed 
on the talks said, but they 
left later in the morning as 
committees began work 
on specific contract lan¬ 
guage. The person didn't 
want to be identified be¬ 
cause the talks are confi¬ 
dential. 

The appearance of two 
key executives is a strong 
sign that bargainers are 
closing in on a contract 
agreementthatwould end 
the strike, which began on 
Sept. 16. 

Continued on Rage 5 



In this Oct 9, 2019, file photo a memberofthe United Auto Workers walks the picket line atthe General Motois Romulus Powertrain 
plant in Romulus, Mich. 

Associated Press 
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Farmers blame Trump for biofuels rule they view as betrayal 



Monte Shaw, executive director of the Iowa Renewable Riels 
Association; Giant Kimberley, executive director of the Iowa 
Biodiesel Board and Craig Ross, CEO of the Iowa Com Growers 
Association hold a press conference at the Iowa Com head¬ 
quarters in J ohnston, Iowa, on Wednesday, Oct 16,2019. 

Associated Press 


DES MOINES Iowa (AP) 

Ag nc ult ure commodity 

groups and some farmers 
expressed frustration and 
anger Wednesday with a 
rule released by the En¬ 
vironmental Protection 

Agency that they said fails 
to uphold a promise Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump made 
12 days ago to fulfill the 
intent of an ethanol law 
passed by Congress. 

Since Trump became presi¬ 
dent, the EPA has given 
85 oil refineries exemptions 
from blending ethanol into 
the gasoline they sell, lhat 
has removed 4 billion gal¬ 
lons of corn-based ethanol 
from the market, anger¬ 
ing farmers who rely on 
the ethanol industry to buy 
nearly 40%ofthe com crop 
produced to make the re¬ 
newable fuel additive. 


After months of pressure 
from farmers, trade groups 
and lawmakers and gov¬ 
ernors in farm states, Trump 
on Oct. 4announced plans 
to require oil refineriesto re¬ 
place the ethanol gallons 


lost through the exemp¬ 
tions. 

Farmers and lawmakers 
say the EPA had agreed 
to add waived ethanol 
back into the fuel supply 
by calculating the amount 


waived over a three-year 
period, which would add 
about 1.3 billion gallons 
(2.5 billion imperial gallons) 
of biofuels back into the 
nation's fuel supply next 
year. That would ensure 
that beginning in 2020 the 
government would com¬ 
ply with the 15 billion gal¬ 
lon (12.5 billion imperial 
gallon) standard already 
required underfederal law. 
The deal would not restore 
the already lost biofuels, a 
compromise the industry 
was willing to make in ex¬ 
change foran EPA promise 
to change policy going for¬ 
ward. 

On Tuesday, the EPA re¬ 
leased the draft rule that 
would use a three-year 
average of gallons the En¬ 
ergy Department recom¬ 
mended waiving instead of 


the actual waived amount, 
increasing biofuels blend¬ 
ing by about 770 million 
gallons(641 million imperial 
gallons), about halfofwhat 
the industry expected. 

"I thought a deal was a 
deal. When Donald Trump 
makes a deal isn't it a 
deal?" said Monte Shaw, 
executive director of the 
Iowa Renewable Fuels As¬ 
sociation, a trade group 
for the 43 ethanol plants 
and 11 biodiesel refineries 
in Iowa, the nation's largest 
biofuels producer. 

The exemptions were de¬ 
signed to ease the bur¬ 
den on small refineries that 
might not be able to eco¬ 
nomically blend required 
ethanol amounts, but the 
EPA under Trump has al¬ 
lowed exemptions for prof¬ 
itable larger re fine riesQ 
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Sutler Health, California settle 
massive antitmstcase 



In this Sept 20, 2019, file photo, an American flag flutters in the 
breeze outside of the Slitter Medical Center in Sacramento, Ca- 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

One of California's larg¬ 
est hospital systems has 
reached an agreement to 
settle a massive class-ac¬ 
tion lawsuit over a negations 
that it abused its market 
powerand has been over¬ 
charging patients for medi¬ 
cal bills. 

Wednesday's announce¬ 
ment of an agreement of¬ 
fered no details but came 
just in time to avoid a trial, 
with attorneys preparing to 
give opening statements 
Thursday. 

"The antitrust lawsuit against 
Sutter Health, which oper¬ 
ates 24 hospitals with 5,500 
doctors across Northern 
California, wasfirst brought 
by employers and unions 
in 2014 and later joined by 
California's attorney gen¬ 
eral, Xavier Becerra, who 
filed a similar lawsuit last 
year after a six-year inves¬ 
tigation. 

Jennifer Molina, a spokes¬ 
woman for Becerra, con¬ 
firmed the settlement but 
said she could not com¬ 
ment further until the court 
approvesthe agreement. 
San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge Anne-Chris- 
tine Massullo set a timeline 
February or March for the 
next round of hearings to 
approve the settlement, a 
court spokesman said. 
Sutter Health spokeswom¬ 
an Amy Ihoma Tan also 
confirmed 'the parties 
have reached a settlement 
agreement to resolve the 
case" but gave no other 
details. 

In a 49-page complaint, 
Becerra alleged that Sutter 


has pursued numerous an¬ 
ticompetitive practices as 
it snuffed out competition 
and became the largest 
hospital system in North¬ 
ern California. The lawsuit 
points to research show¬ 
ing that health care costs 
in Northern California are 
higher than elsewhere in 
the state and said Sutter 
was largely to blame for 
the higher costs 
At issue are several of Sutter 
Health's contracting poli- 
ciesthat Becerra says have 
allowed the company to 
'thoroughly immunize itself 
from price competition." 
One way insurance com¬ 
panies keep costs down is 
to steer patients to cheap¬ 
er health care providers 
through a variety of in¬ 
centives Becerra says Sut¬ 
ter Health bans insurance 
companies from using 
these incentives, making it 
hander for patients to use 
their lower-priced competi¬ 
tors 

Becerra also says Sutter 
has an "all or nothing" ap¬ 
proach to negotiating with 
insurance companies, re¬ 
quiring them to include all 
the company's hospitals 
in their provider networks 
even if it doesn't make fi¬ 
nancial sense to do so. 

The complaint noted that 
Sutter's assets rose to $15.6 
billion in 2016 from $6.4 bil¬ 
lion in 2005. 

Sutter Health, a Sacramen¬ 
to-based nonprofit, denies 
the claims, saying it faces 
fierce competition across 
the San Francisco BayArea 
a nd the Sa c ra me nto Va lley 
and insurance companies 


are to blame for pushing 
up costs. 

Becerra's office sought in¬ 
junctive relief to ha It Sutter's 
alleged anti-competitive 
behavior, not monetary 
damages. But the private 
litigation brought by a class 
of about 1,400 self-funded 
employers sought dam- 
agesthat could exceed $1 
billion. 

News of the settlement was 
applauded by health care 
consumeradvocacy coali¬ 
tion Health Access Califor- 


Irf. 


nia. "All health care provid¬ 
ers will think twice, know¬ 
ing that adopting Sutter 


Associated Press 

Health's predatory tactics 
may come with the possi¬ 
bility of legal action.'□ 
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Republican lawmakeis unmuzzled in rebuking Trump on Syria 



House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Calif., left; stands 
as Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, speaks with reporters after 
a meeting with Resident Donald Trump at the White House, 
Wednesday, Oct 16,2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By ALAN FRAM 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

"dark day." A "betrayal." 
"fhe "biggest mistake of this 
presidency,"and "reallyde- 
lusional." 

And that was President 
Donald Trump's fellow Re¬ 
publicans. 

Trump's decision to pull 
American troops out of 
northern Syria — triggering 
a deadly Turkish invasion 
targeting the U.S.'serstwhile 
Syrian Kurdish allies — has 
unmuzzled GOP lawmakers 
in a manner seldom seen 
since Trump entered the 
White House. 

In a time when the threat 
of a caustic Trump tweet is 
enough to stifle open inter¬ 
nal dissent, the extent and 
strong language Republi¬ 
cans are using to assail his 
policy is Syria hasbeen strik¬ 
ing. 

A statistical measurement 
of the party's disgruntle- 
ment was on eye-catch¬ 
ing display in in the House, 
which voted Wednesday 
by an overwhelming 354- 
60 to voice its opposition to 
Trump's troop pullback. 
Remarkably, Republicans 
voted 129-60 for the non¬ 
binding measure, deliver¬ 
ing a stinging repudiation 
of Trump. House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, R- 
Calif., and the chamber's 
two othertop GOP leaders 
joined in lawmakers' lopsid¬ 
ed slap atTrump'sdecision. 
Making Republican defec- 
tionsall the more notewor¬ 
thy: They came as the two 
parties are at each other's 
throatsoverthe Democrat¬ 
ic impeachment inquiry of 
the president. 

While virtually all Republi¬ 
cans have rallied behind 
Trump in the impeach¬ 
ment fight, this is a mo¬ 
ment — barely a yearfrom 
the 2020 elections — when 
the White House and GOP 
lawmakers can ill afford to 
show divisions. 


No one was suggesting the 
GO P's schism with Trump 
over Syria would soften the 
party's op position to tossing 
him out of office. 

'That's a completely differ¬ 
ent issue,"said No. 2 House 
GOP leader Steve Scalise 
of Louisiana. 

No Republicans attacked 
Trump personally, instead 
carefully focusing theircriti- 
cism on the policy. 

Still, the unfettered way in 
which Republicans openly 
belittled his troop with¬ 
drawal was noteworthy, 
both for its sweep and for 
the freedom that GOP law¬ 
makers seemed to feel in 
opposing him. 

Rep. Michael McCaul of 
Texas, the top Republican 
on the House Foreign Af¬ 
fairs Committee, called it a 
"dark day" that would have 
been "much darker" if the 
two parties hadn't united in 
voicing their opposition to 
the troop pullback. 

No. 3 House GOP leaderLiz 
Cheney of Wyoming said 
Syrian Kurds are 'facing 
what looks like a betrayal" 
by the U.S. 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., who's been a staunch 
Trump defender since he 
entered the White House 
but a critic of histroop with¬ 
drawal, said Trump was 
making 'the biggest mis¬ 
take of this presidency." 
While Trump had said the 
Kurds would be fine be¬ 
cause 'they know how to 
fight," Graham told report¬ 
ers, 'To suggest the Kurds 
are safer is really delusion¬ 
al." 

And Graham all but said 
Trump would be to blame 
if there's a new terrorist at¬ 
tack by Islamic State mili¬ 
tants. Manyfearthatgroup 
will be revived as Turkey 
batters the very Kurdish 
fighters who've been help¬ 
ing the U.S. neutralize them. 
"It'sgoing to be to the presi¬ 
dent's detriment if there's 
any attackson ourcountry, 
inspired attacks, not direct¬ 
ly attacks, then he'll own it," 
Graham said. 

Also wading in was Rep. 
Will Hurd, R-Texas, who's not 
seeking reelection and has 
clashed with Trump over 
immigration and other is¬ 


sues 

Hurd called Trump's with¬ 
drawal a "disastrous deci¬ 
sion" because the U.S. is 
abandoning an ally and 
ceding influence in the re¬ 
gion to adversaries like Rus¬ 
sia and Iran. He recalled his 
pre-Congress experience 
as an undercover CIA 
c ounter-terrorism offic er. 
"One of the thingsl learned 
when I was in the CIA was 
to be nice with nice guys 
and tough with tough guys, 
not the other way around," 
he said pointedly. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
has repeatedly called the 
move "a mistake" and ex¬ 
pressed a determination 
to do something to correct 
it, though the answer is un¬ 
clear. 

A former senator and 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee chairman, 
Bob Corker, R-Tenn., who 
had frequent clashes with 
Trump and retired last year, 
has made few public state¬ 
ments since leaving Con¬ 
gress but weighed in on 
Wednesday. 

Asked in an interview why 
the GOP pushback has 


been so strong, Corker 
said, "It was such an irre¬ 
sponsible, precipitous de¬ 
cision where thousands of 
people are going to die. It's 
at a whole new level." 
Democrats, of course, 
showed no hesitance in 
using even stronger lan¬ 
guage against Trump. 

Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., 
labeled the withdrawal a 
"dangerousand stupid de¬ 
cision." 

And Rep. Seth Moulton, 
D-Mass., a former Marine 
and Iraq War veteran, said 
Trump "has never put his 
life on the line for his coun¬ 
try" like U.S. soldiers in Syria 
have done. 

"Perhaps if he had not 
dodged the draft by lying 
about his feet, sending an- 
otherAmerican in hisplace 
to Vietnam," he'd know that 
"nothing is more evil than 
betrayal,"Moulton said. 
That was a reference to a 
deferment that allowed 
Trump to not serve in the 
Vietnam War due to bone 
spurs Critics have accused 
him of draft dodging be¬ 
cause Trump hasn't been 
able to recall which foot 
had the problemO 























Continued from Front 

Another person briefed on 
the talks said the only issues 
that remain are faster pay 
increases for workers hired 
after 2007, apprenticeships 
for skilled trades workers, 
and the specifics of wind¬ 
ing down a joint union- 
company training center. 
The person also didn't want 
to be identified because 
the talksare ongoing. 

The union hassummoned its 
national council of factory- 
level leaders to Detroit for 
a meeting Thursday billed 
as an update on contract 
talks The group could be 
assembling to vote on a 
tentative agreement. It 
also will decide if workers 
should return to their jobs 
before orafterthey vote on 
the deal. 

"I don't think Mary Barra 
would have returned unless 
they were making prog¬ 
ress," said Art Wheaton, an 
auto industry expert at the 
Worker Institute at Cornell 
University. "And I don't think 
they'd have told every¬ 
body to return to Detroit on 
Thursday." 

The strike, now in its 30th 
day, is the longest against 
an automaker since a 54- 
day strike in 1998 in Flint, 
Michigan. That strike cost 
GM $2 billion. The union 
also went on a brief two- 
day strike against General 
Motors in 2007. 

Both sides are under pres¬ 
sure to end the walkout, 
which has cost GM close 
to $2 billion in profits and 
forced workers to live on 
$250 per week, a bout one 
fifth of their base pay. Last 
week, with the strike drag¬ 
ging on, the union said it 
would increase strike pay 
to $275 perweek. 

Sharesof GM rose on news 
of a potential settlement, 
closing Tuesday up 2.1%at 
36.26. 

Negotiators last week ap¬ 
peared to be deadlocked 
and each side issued letters 
or statements accusing the 
other of failing to bargain in 
good faith. A quiet period 
began over the weekend 
and negotiators worked 
into the night to resolve 
most of the remaining is¬ 
sues, according to both 
people briefed on the talks. 
A union demand that all 
vehicles sold in the U.S. be 
built here apparently has 
been resolved, but terms 
are unknown. The compa¬ 


ny did offer $9 billion worth 
of investments at U.S. fac¬ 
tories, $7.7 billion from the 
companyand another$1.3 
billion from joint ventures 
The $1.3 billion includes a 
battery cell factory near 
Lordstown, Ohio, where 
GM wants to close an as¬ 
sembly pla nt. 

They also apparently have 
agreed on wages and 
lump-sum payments, al¬ 
though the amounts are 
unknown. A company of¬ 
fer last week would give 
workers lump sums equal 
to 4% of their base pay in 
the first and third years of 
the four-yearcontract, with 
3% pay raises in the second 
and fourth years This would 
be in addition to annual 
profit-sharing checks. This 
yea r wo rke rs g ot c hec ks fo r 
$10,750 each. GM also of¬ 
fered to lift the $12,000 cap 
on profit-sharing checks 
The union also sought 
sweeter retirement ben¬ 
efits 

After initially trying to cut 
health care costs, GM 
agreed to leave benefits 
and payments untouched. 
Union members pay 3% 
premiums while most work¬ 
ers at large companies in 
the U.S. pay over 30% ac¬ 
cording to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. 

Bothsidesalsohaveagreed 
on a path for temporary 
workers to get permanent 
jobs. GM had proposed 
that they become perma¬ 
nent after three uninter¬ 
rupted years of work, but 
that was shortened. GM 
initially offered an $8,000 
bonusto workersto sign the 
contract, but sweetened 
that to $9,000. 

Last week the Center for 
Automotive Research, an 
industry think tank, estimat¬ 
ed that GM is losing $450 
million every week due to 
production shutdowns The 
total loss likely has reached 
$2 billion. The strike immedi¬ 
ately silenced a bout 30 GM 
factories in the U.S. and has 
brought down two plants 
in Mexico and one in Can¬ 
ada. Parts companies that 
supply GM have had to lay 
off thousands of workers. 

If there'san agreement, the 
strike would not end imme¬ 
diately. Bargainers would 
have to vote on a deal, 
followed by union officers 
and regional directors 
Then factory-level leaders, 
including local presidents 


In this July 16, 2019, file photo General Motors C ha liman and Chief Executive Officer Maty Baira 
speaks during the opening of theircontracttalks with the United Auto Workeis in Detroit 


and bargaining chairmen, 
also will vote. If they ap¬ 
prove it, then this group 
would also decide if work¬ 
ers would put down picket 
signs and go back to work. 


Workerscould stay on strike 
until afterall members vote 
on the contract. That vot¬ 
ing could take a week or 
longer. But Wheaton said 
the union might decide to 


Associated Press 

return to work during the 
ratification vote because 
temperatures are starting 
to get colder, and it might 
not make sense for them to 
stay on the picket lines.Q 
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Study: 'Medicare for All 1 not only way to universal coverage 



Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bemie Sanders, l-Vt, left; and fomnerVice Presidentjoe 
Biden hug during a Democratic presidential primary debate hosted by CNN/New York limes at 
Otieihein University, Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, in Westerville, Ohio. 
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Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Health cane memo to Dem¬ 
ocrats: There's more than 
one way to get to cover¬ 
age fora II. 

A study out Wednesday 
findsthatan approach sim¬ 
ilar to the plan from former 
Vice President Joe Bide 
n can deliver about the 
same level of coverage as 
the government-run "Medi¬ 
care for All" plan from presi¬ 
dential rival Bemie Sanders. 
The study from the Com¬ 
monwealth Fund and the 
Urban Institute think tanks 
concludesthatthe U.S. can 
achieve a goal that has 
eluded Democrats since 
Harry Truman by building 
on former President Barack 
Obama's health care law. 
Health care has sparked 
sharp exchanges in the 
Democratic presidential 
debates, and Tuesday 
night was no exception. 
Massachusetts Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren was chal¬ 
lenged for being unwilling 
to say whether her support 
for Medicare for All would 
translate to highertaxesfor 
the middle class. Warren 
said "costs"would be lower, 
but Sen. Amy Klobucharof 
Minnesota suggested that 
wasa dodge. 

"I'm sorry, Elizabeth," said 
Klobuchar. "I think we owe 
it to the American people 
to tell them where we're 
going to send the invoice." 
She urged Democrats not 
to 'trash Obama care" but 
build on it. 

The study suggests such 
heated discussions may 
have more to do with dif¬ 
ferences over the scope 
and reach of government 
than with the ultimate ob¬ 
jective of providing univer¬ 
sal coverage. 


"A goal that they all share 
— universal coverage — 
can be reached in differ¬ 
ent ways,"said Sara Collins, 
the Commonwealth Fund's 
vice president for cover¬ 
age and access. 

The researchers modeled 
a range of health care 
overhaul scenarios from 
tweaks to Obama's law 
to a full government-run 
single-payerplan like Sand¬ 
ers is proposing. Collins said 
the options studied are not 
carbon copies of the can¬ 
didates' proposals, partly 
because many details are 
still in flux. However, they 
are generally similar. 

The study found that a 
full government-run plan 
like Sanders' would cover 
all U.S. residents, includ¬ 
ing people in the country 
without legal authorization. 
That adds up to more than 


30 million currently unin¬ 
sured people. 

However, it would increase 
U.S. health care spend¬ 
ing because of generous 
benefits with no copays 
and deductibles. Expand¬ 
ed benefits would include 
home and community- 
based long-term care ser¬ 
vices. Assuming the plan 
was fully effective in 2020, 
total U.S. health spending 
would grow by nearly $720 
billion. 

The federal government, 
which would take on costs 
now paid by employers 
and individuals, would 
have to raise nearly $2.7 
trillion more in revenue in 
2020. Such amounts would 
require a mix of broad- 
based taxes, the research- 
erssa id, although the report 
steered clear of how the 
planswould be financed. 


"It is a big lift to get this kind 
of money, for sure," said 
J ohn Holahan, a top Urban 
Institute health policy ex¬ 
pert. 

A Kaiser Family Foundation 
poll out this week found 
slippage in public sup¬ 
port for Medicare for All. 
Fifty-one percent support 
such a government-run 
approach, down 5 per¬ 
centage points since April. 
Opposition has risen signifi¬ 
cantly, from 38% in April to 
47% in the latest survey. 

The Commonwealth Fund- 
Urban Institute study also 
modeled options resem¬ 
bling the plan that Biden is 
pushing. 

It starts with more generous 
subsidies for 'Obamacare" 
plansand Medicaid expan¬ 
sion in states that have so 
farrefused it.Then itaddsa 
"public option" plan based 


on Medicare. People with 
employer coverage would 
be able to pick the pub¬ 
lic plan. There would be a 
mechanism to sign up all 
those eligible forcoverage. 
Such an approach would 
reduce the number of 
uninsured by about 80% 
the study estimated. That 
would still leave nearly 7 
million U.S. residentswithout 
coverage, mainly people 
who don't have legal per¬ 
mission to be in the coun¬ 
try. Under Biden's plan tax¬ 
payer subsidies would only 
be available to U.S. citizens 
and legal residents. 
Employer coverage would 
decline by about 10% as 
some low-income workers 
switch to the public option. 
Assuming the plan was 
fully effective in 2020, total 
U.S. health care spending 
would decline by about 
$20 billion, a relatively small 
amount considering the 
nation's tab is now more 
than $3.5 trillion a year. The 
decline would be partly 
due to the public option 
paying hospitals and doc¬ 
tors less than what private 
plansdo now. 

The federal government 
would have to raise from 
$108 billion to $147 billion 
more in 2020 to cover the 
additional cost of expand¬ 
ing subsidized coverage 
options, a fraction of the 
cost of Medicare for All. 
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg's plan over¬ 
laps in many details with 
Biden's 

The two think tanks are 
nonpartisan research or¬ 
ganizations that have long 
supported expanded cov¬ 
erage. Their health care 
work is particularly influen¬ 
tial with policymakers on 
the political left.Q 
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Chicago teachers to strike in nation's 
3rd largest district 
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In this Oct I4> 2019 photo, Chicago Teachers Union President J esse Sharkey, center right and 
Vice President Stacy DavisGates, center, left march with members of the ClUand SHU local 73 
through the Loop after a tally, three days before the unions could walk off the job on strike. 

Associated Hess 


Associated Hess 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chica¬ 
go parents and commu¬ 
nity groups are scrambling 
to prepare for a massive 
teachers'strike set to begin 
Thursday, prompting the 
city to preemptively cancel 
classes in the nation's third- 
la rgest school district. 

The Chicago Teachers 
Union confirmed Wednes¬ 
day night that its 25,000 
members would not re¬ 
turn to their classrooms 
Thursday after months of 
negotiation between the 
union and Chicago Public 
Schools failed to resolve 
disputesoverpayand ben¬ 
efits, class size and teacher 
preparation time. 

The strike is Chicago's first 
major walkout by teach¬ 
ers since 2012 and city of¬ 
ficials announced early 
Wednesday that all classes 
had been canceled for 
Thursday in hopes of giv¬ 
ing more planning time to 
300,000 students' fa milies 
'We want this to be a short 
strike with an agreement 
that will benefit our schools 
and ourteachers. We have 
a ways to go," Chicago 
Teachers Union President 
Jesse Sharkey said during 
a union news conference. 
'We actually want to see 
improvement on all the is¬ 
sues we are talking about 
here." 

Mayor Lori Ughtfoot said 
she was disappointed by 
the union's decision to 
strike. 

'We are offering a historic 
package onthe core issues 
— salary, staffing and class 
size," she said Wednes¬ 
day night at herown news 
conference, adding that 
school district negotiators 
will remain at the bargain¬ 
ing table and that she 
hopesthe union does, too. 
During the 2012 strike, the 
district kept some schools 
open forhalf daysduring a 
seven-day walkout. District 
officials said this time they 
will keep all buildings open 
during school hours, staffed 
by principals and employ- 
eeswho usually work in ad¬ 
ministrative roles 
Breakfast and lunch will be 
served, but all after-school 


activities and school bus¬ 
es are suspended in the 
district serving more than 
300,000 students. 

Janice Jackson, the dis¬ 
trict's CEO, encouraged 
parents to send their chil¬ 
dren to the school that 
they normally attend, how¬ 
ever they will be welcome 
in any district schools. 
'We've put together a real¬ 
ly comprehensive plan for 
the students,"J ackson said. 
'We will ma ke sure they a re 
safe and they have a pro¬ 
ductive day." 

Also striking will be 7,000 
support staffers, whose 
union also failed to reach a 
contract agreement. 

Before the strike announce¬ 
ment, June Davis said 
if teachers walked out, 
she would likely send her 
7-year-old son, Joshua, to 
his usual elementary school 
— Smyth Elementary on 
the city's South Side where 
almost all students are low- 
income and minority. 

Davis, 38, said she would 
otherwise have to take her 
son to his grandmother's in 
a southern suburb, requir¬ 
ing an hourlong trip on a 
regional busline. 
"Everybody's hoping they 
will come to some kind 


of agreement, find some 
compromise," Da vis said. 
Ughtfoot preemptively an¬ 
nounced that classes on 
Thursday would be can¬ 
celed, saying she wanted 
to give parents more time 
to plan. A clearly frustrated 
Ughtfoot said the city had 
not only offered a 16% pay 
raise overthe five-yea rc on- 
tract, but the city a Iso had 
agreed to put language 
in the contract addressing 
"enforceable targets" on 
class size and increasing 
staffing levels for positions 
such as nurses, librarians 
and social workers — items 
the union said were critical. 
She said the union's de¬ 
mands would cost an un¬ 
affordable $2.5 billion per 
year. 

Union leaders disputed 
Ughtfoot's characterization 
of the city's willingness to 
concede to theirdemands 
on several issues, including 
class sizes 

"CPS' current class size of¬ 
fer falls far short of what's 
needed to address the 
sweeping scale of the 
problem," they said in a 
statement. 

Ughtfoot said the city 
agreed to make substantial 
changes on some of the 


union's top priorities, but 
its negotiators responded 
by issuing additional de¬ 
mands, including some she 
deemed unacceptable. 
'The union is still demanding 
to shorten instructional time 
by 30 minutes in the morn¬ 
ing," she said. 'We won't do 
that. We will not cheat our 
children out of instructional 
time." 

Before heading into a 
downtown law firm for bar¬ 
gaining talks Wednesday 
morning, union vice presi¬ 
dent Stacy Davis Gates 
said there isa "grossdiscon- 
nect" between Ughtfoot's 
commentsand what nego¬ 
tiators have put in writing. 
'To say that you have of¬ 
fered a proposal that re¬ 
spects what we are asking 
for, to say you've bent over 
backward ... it's absolutely 
ridiculous," Davis Gates 
said. 

Community organizations 
have been preparing for 
days to welcome students, 
ranging from a $100 per 
day camp for elementary 
school kids at the Shedd 
Aquarium to all-day pro¬ 
grams run by the Boys & 
Girls Club of Chicago and 
accessible fora $20annual 
membership fee.Q 





EBlcTH.T 



VOTED 

N0.1 


i san 


Ultimate Ostric! 
Experience 



Delicious 

Food 





% the tour with 
off your Lunch 
















THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 


EWORLD NEWS 



Frustration and pride in Canada altera yearof legal pot 



In this Wednesday, Oct 9,2019 photo, a customer sniffs a display sample of marijuana, in a tam¬ 
per-proof container sec ured with a cable, sold atEveigreen Cannabis, a marijuana retail shop, 
in Vancouver, B.C. 

Associated Press 


By GENE JOHNSON, ELAINE 
THOMPSON and ROB GIL¬ 
LIES 

VANCOUVER British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — The weed 
is expensive, the selection 
is limited, the black market 
persists, and licensed stones 
are scarce. 

It's one year into Canada's 
experiment in legal marijua¬ 
na, and hundreds of legal 
pot shops have opened. 
While many residents re¬ 
main proud of Canada for 
bucking prohibition, a lot 
still buy c anna bis on the sly, 
because taxesand overis¬ 
sues mean high-quality bud 
can cost nearly twice what 
it did before legalization. 
Much of the drug'sproduc- 
tion and distribution over 
the years has been con¬ 
trolled by outlaw groups, 
including the Hells Angels, 
and replacing such crimi¬ 
nality with safe, regulated 
sales is a key goal of legal¬ 
ization. 

Yet legal sales in the first 
yea rare expected to total 
just $1 billion, an amount 
dwarfed by an illegal mar¬ 
ket still estimated at $5 bil¬ 
lion to $7 billion. 

'One customer told me, 'I 
love you and I want to sup¬ 
port you, but I can't buy all 
my cannabis here. It's too 
expensive,"' said Jeremy 
J acob, co-ownerof Village 
Bloomery, a Vancouverpot 
store that feels more like a 
museum gift shop, with its 
high ceilings, graceful light¬ 
ing, tidy wooden shelves 
and locked white cabinets 
hiding packages of mari¬ 
juana. 'The black-market 
producers are being well 
rewarded by legalization." 
The nation hasseen no sign 
of increases in impaired 
driving or underage use 
since it joined Uruguay as 
the only countries to legal¬ 
ize and regulate the sale of 
cannabis to adults— those 
over 19 in most Canadian 
provinces. Delegations 
from other countries, in¬ 
cluding Mexico, have visit¬ 
ed Canada astheyexplore 
the possibility of rewriting 
their own marijuana laws. 
But officials promised le¬ 
galization would be a pro¬ 
cess, not an event, and 
they weren't wrong. Kinks 
abound, from what many 
consider wasteful pack¬ 


aging requirements and 
uneven quality to the slow 
pace of licensing stores 
and growers a cross most of 
the country. 

Canada allowed provinc¬ 
es to shape their own laws 
within a federal frame¬ 
work, including setting the 
minimum age and decid¬ 
ing whether to distribute 
through state-run orprivate 
retail outlets. Some have 
done better than others. 
The result: There now are 
more than 560 licensed 
stores across Canada, but 
more than half are in Al¬ 
berta, the fourth-large st 
province. 

Ontario and Quebec, 
which together make up 
two-thirds of Canada's 
population, have only 
about 45 shops between 
them. In Newfoundland, 
Canada's easternmost 
province, pot shop owner 
Tom Clarke said he's a bout 
to hit $1.5 million in sales but 
isn't making any money, 
thanksto rulesthat limit him 
to just an 8%commission. 
Online sales, designed to 


ensure far-flung communi¬ 
ties can access the market 
even if they don't have a 
licensed shop, have been 
underwhelming, at least 
partly because consumers 
are reluctant to pay with a 
credit card if that transac¬ 
tion might come to the at¬ 
tention of U.S.-based banks 
or border guards, said Me¬ 
gan McCrae, board chair 
of the CannabisCouncil of 
Canada industry group. 
Nowhere are the chal¬ 
lenges of legalization more 
pronounced than British 
Columbia, which has had 
a flourishing cannabis cul¬ 
ture since U.S. military draft- 
dodgers settled there dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War era. 
They grew what became 
known as "B.C. Bud," high 
quality marijuana cher¬ 
ished by American con¬ 
sumers. 

In Vancouver, which has 
2.2 million residents and is 
Canada's third-largest city, 
there was tacit approval 
of marijuana even before 
legalization. Though store¬ 
front distribution of medi¬ 


cal marijuana never was 
allowed by law, about 100 
dispensaries operated in 
the city before legalization 
arrived. 

Around the province, au¬ 
thorities have visited 165 
illegal dispensaries in the 
past year and warned 
them to get licensed orshut 
down. Despite some raids, 
the government has been 
reluctant to close them all 
before more licensed shops 
open. 

Licensing has been glacial, 
though,thanksto a change 
in power in the provincial 
government and cities be¬ 
ing slow to approve zoning 
and other requirements, 
partly because the prov¬ 
ince has no tax-revenue¬ 
sharing agreement with 
local jurisdictions Regu¬ 
latory hurdles have also 
made it tough for B.C.'s 
many small growers to be 
licensed; instead, produc¬ 
tion is dominated by large 
corporations churning out 
pot by the ton from massive 
greenhouses 

Regulators hoped to have 


250 legal shops operat¬ 
ing in British Columbia by 
now; instead, they have 
only about 80 private stores 
and seven govemment-run 
shops. Through July, legal 
salesin B.C. were a meager 
$25 million. Alberta, with a 
smaller population, hit $145 
million. 

"Everybody still uses their 
neighbors and their back¬ 
yards," said Susan Chap- 
pelle of the British Colum¬ 
bia IndependentCannabis 
Association. 

Nevertheless, the legal 
market has fans Vancou¬ 
ver resident Sarah Frank, 
who used to grow her own 
marijuana plants, lovesthat 
she can walk into a clean, 
welcoming, legal shop and 
walk out with a few grams 
of her favorite cannabis, 
actor Seth Rogen's House- 
plant Sativa brand. 

'You don't feel like a crimi¬ 
nal," said Frank, 41. "I have 
friends who can't travel 
to the States because 20 
years ago they got busted 
with a joint." 

Some who want to get 
into the legal business are 
still waiting. With legaliza¬ 
tion looming last year, Chris 
Clay shut down his gray- 
market pot shop on Van¬ 
couver Island for what he 
thought would be a few 
months, eager to apply for 
a license and reopen. A 
year later, he's still waiting. 
Some of his workers went 
on unemployment and 
eventually found jobs else¬ 
where. He's barely avoided 
bankruptcy, and though 
local officials have finally 
started handling applica¬ 
tions, he says it will likely be 
another three to six months 
before he's back in busi¬ 
ness. 

"It's very frustrating,"he said. 
'Tourists have been driving 
up and down the island 
all summer, saying, 'Where 
can we go? Where can we 
go?"' 

For Mike Babins, who runs 
Evergreen Cannabis, the 
Vancouver shop where 
Frank buys her Seth Rogen- 
brand weed, it's just fine 
that legalization isdevelop¬ 
ing slowly. 

"Everyone's watching us," 
he said. "If anything goes 
wrong here, we're screwing 
it up forthe whole world.'□ 
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Canada's Liberal leader Justin Trudeau speaks during a cam¬ 
paign stop at the Botanical Garden in Montreal on Wednesday 
Oct 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Obama endorses 
Trudeau in 
unprecedented 
endorsement 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated ness 
TORONTO (AP) — Barack 
Obama is urging Canadi¬ 
ans to re-elect Prime Min- 
isterj ustin Trudeau, an ap¬ 
parently unprecedented 
endorsement of a candi¬ 
date in a Canadian elec¬ 
tion by a former American 
president. 

Obama tweeted Wednes¬ 
day that he was proud to 
work with Trudeau and 
described him as a hard¬ 
working, effective leader 
who takes on big issues like 
climate change. 

"The world needs his pro¬ 
gressive leadership now, 
and I hope our neighbors 
to the north support him 
for another term," Obama 
wrote. 

Trudeau later responded 
with his own tweet: 'Thanks 
my friend, we're working 
hard to keep our progress 
going." 

Trudeau is in a tough re- 
election fight ahead of 
Monday's parliamentary 


elections. 

Robert Bothwell, a profes¬ 
sor of Canadian history 
and international relations 
at the University of Toronto, 
said that might have some¬ 
thing to do with Obama's 
intervention. 

'Trudeau is in real danger," 
Bothwell said. "If I were a 
Liberal (Party) campaigner 
I would quietly point with 
pride to Obama's endorse¬ 
ment. I don't know if I'd run 
around toting it as a major 
political issue." 

Bothwell said you would 
have to go back more 
than 100 years to find an 
American president inter¬ 
vening in a Canadian fed¬ 
eral election. 

He said former U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt, 
who was president from 
1901 to 1909, visited Toronto 
in 1917 when Canada was 
having an election about 
conscription and spoke in 
favor of it. But Bothwell said 
he didn't know how explicit 
he wasQ 



A wooden shoe is attached to a protest sign during a tanners protest in The Hague, Netherlands, 
Wednesday, Oct 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIKECORDERand PETER 
DgONG 

Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Thousands of Dutch 
farmers, many driving trac¬ 
tors, poured into The Hague 
on Wednesday to protest 
government moves to rein 
in carbon and nitrogen 
emissions to better fight cli¬ 
mate change. 

It was the second major 
protest this month by Dutch 
farmers who say the gov¬ 
ernment is unfairly target¬ 
ing them as it seeks to slash 
emissions. 

'They blame agriculture for 
everything at the moment 
because of nitrogen emis¬ 
sions," said fanner J a ns de 
Wile her. 

He added that "we as a 
sector store far more nitro¬ 
gen than we produce. So 
we are actually helping the 
Dutch problem rather than 
making it worse — so why 
do we getthe blame?" 

The government called in 
the military to block key 
intersections in downtown 
The Hague to prevent fann¬ 
ers reaching the commer¬ 
cial and political center of 
the c ity, whic h is the seat of 


the Dutch Parliament. 

Large camouflage trucks 
carrying shipping contain¬ 
ers were deployed at ma- 
jorroads. 

The fanners are angry at 
recently announced gov¬ 
ernment plans to reduce 
emissions, particularly of 
nitrogen. They argue that 
the government's plans 
are based on inaccurate 
readings and calculations 
by the government-funded 
National Institute for Pub¬ 
lic Health and the Environ¬ 
ment. The institute disputed 
that in a statement, calling 
its nitrogen measuring "ro¬ 
bust and scientifically re¬ 
sponsible." 

The farmers started their 
demonstration at the cen¬ 
tra I city of De Bilt, where the 
institute has its headquar¬ 
ters, before heading to The 
Hague. 

There, they gathered 
around a small stage to lis¬ 
ten to music and speeches 
from farmers and politi¬ 
cians. Some fanners man¬ 
aged to drive theirtractors 
through parts of the city, 
while others blocked tram 
tracksnearthe central rail¬ 
way station. 


There were no reports of 
violence. 

MayorofThe Haguejohan 
Remkes appealed to the 
farmers to stick to agree¬ 
ments about where they 
could protest — meaning 
they had to stay out of the 
town center. 

"Ignoring agreements is 
unacceptable and dan¬ 
gerous for residents and 
shoppers,"he said, warning 
residents to take extra care 
amid the traffic disruptions. 
Farmers by the hundreds 
parked on a large grassy 
field just outside the city 
center and police effec¬ 
tively turned the main 
highway into the city into 
a tractor parking lot. Some 
farmers even drove along 
the North Sea beach, park¬ 
ing there and coming into 
town on busses, police said. 
Their lobby is powerful be¬ 
cause ofthe economic sig¬ 
nificance of agriculture to 
the Dutch economy. The 
Dutch fanners' organiza¬ 
tion, LTD, says exports from 
the country's nearly 54,000 
fa mis and agriculture busi¬ 
nesses were worth 90.3 bil¬ 
lion euros ($98.3 billion) last 
yearO 
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Police, protesters clash in Catalonia for 3rd night 



Police in riotgearchasespiotestoisduring clashes in Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, Oct 16,2019. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

Rioting raged in Barcelona 
and several other Catalan 
towns for a third straight 
night Wednesday, with po¬ 
lice fighting running street 
battles with protesters an¬ 
gered by lengthy prison 
sentences for nine lead¬ 
ers of the wealthy region's 
drive for independence 
from Spain. 

Tens of thousands of pro¬ 
testers faced off against 
police in Barcelona. Some 
set up flaming barricades 
in the streets, torching 
cars and trash cans. Ihey 
c ha nted, 'The streets will a I- 
waysbe ours!" 

Catalan police said pro¬ 
testers threw gasoline 
bombs, stones, bottles and 
firec ra c ke rs a t the m. 
Violence erupted in Cat¬ 
alonia after Spain's Su¬ 
preme Court on Monday 
sentenced nine separatist 
Catalan leaders to up to 13 
years in prison fortheirpart 
in an October2017 effort to 
declare independence for 
the region. 

After a surge in separatist 
sentiment since the global 
economic crisis that hit 
Spain particularly hard, 
around half of Catalonia's 
7.5 million residents want 
to break away from Spain 
and forge a new European 
country. The divisive issue 


has divided families and 
friends, but demonstrations 
had largely been peaceful 
until this week. 
Outnumbered police 
used riot helmets, vests 
and shields for protec¬ 
tion. They fired foam bul¬ 
lets and swung batons to 
keep away the swarming 
radicals, most of who cov¬ 
ered theirfaces. Police also 
drove armored vans at 
high speeds to scatter the 
crowds. 

When police succeeded in 
dispersing one hotspot, an¬ 
other erupted. 

One police helicopter was 
hit by five "pyrotechnic" 


objects similar to fireworks, 
according to the regional 
police force. The rare pass¬ 
ers-by or tourists caught in 
the middle of the melees 
scurried to safety. Some 
residents tossed water from 
balconiesdown on burning 
trash bins and debris while 
firefighters tried to keep up 
with the emergencies. 
Central Barcelona, a lead¬ 
ing tourist destination 
known for its beautiful ar¬ 
chitecture and relaxed at¬ 
mosphere, became a no- 
go territory. 

"(This is) shameful. It doesn't 
represent me," architect 
Gerard Beltri said. "I think 


the verdict was very bad, 
but I think this (violence) is 
by a minority of the inde¬ 
pendence movement. The 
real independence move¬ 
ment is not like this. These 
people only want to do 
damage and that's it." 
Health services in Catalo¬ 
nia said medics attended 
to 52 people in the region 
Wednesday. Police said 
late Wednesday that they 
had arrested "at least 20 
people" throughout Cata¬ 
lonia for violent acts. 
Spanish Prime Minister Pe¬ 
dro Sanchez said the vio¬ 
lent clashes wouldn't pro¬ 
voke him into taking drastic 


measures in Catalonia, de¬ 
spite calls by rival parties to 
crack down on the sepa¬ 
ratist politicians in power in 
the region. 

Sanchez, who is an interim 
prime minister while await¬ 
ing national elections Nov. 
10, consulted with other 
national political leaders 
in Madrid during the day 
about the trouble in Cata¬ 
lonia. 

The Spanish government 
will respond with 'firmness, 
calmness and unity" to the 
confrontations, Sanchez 
said in a televised address. 
Sanchez blamed "orga¬ 
nized groups of extrem¬ 
ists" for the rioting but said 
he wouldn't be drawn into 
playing their game of an 
"ascending spiral of vio¬ 
lence." 

The protests followed the 
pattern of previous days 
as crowds gathered during 
the day to blockroadsand 
hold marches demanding 
independence. After sun¬ 
set, marchestumed ugly. 
Police also reported clash¬ 
es in Girona, a town near 
the French border, and 
other places. The clashes 
have injured more than 
250 people, including po¬ 
lice, over the past three 
days. On Monday police 
skirmished for hours to keep 
pro testers from entering the 
Barcelona airportand shut¬ 
ting it downO 


New European Commission delayed, 
to take office in December 



Europea n C ommission President Iksula von der Leyen gets in to 
her car alter a meeting with French President lEmmanuel Ma¬ 
cron at the Ely see Ffelace, Monday, Oct 14, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


BRUSSELS (AP) - Ursula 
von der Leyen will have to 
wait a bit longerbefore she 
takes over as the next Eu¬ 
ropean Commission presi¬ 
dent after the European 
Parliament delayed a vote 


on the appointment of her 
team on Wednesday. 

The new European Com¬ 
mission, the powerful exec¬ 
utive arm of the European 
Union which proposes laws 
and ensures they are im¬ 


plemented throughout the 
bloc, was initially sched¬ 
uled to take office Nov. 1, 
but European lawmakers 
rejected three proposed 
candidates, delaying the 
whole process. 

European Parliament presi¬ 
dent David Sassoli and the 
c ha irmen of the va rious po- 
litical groups met Wednes¬ 
day and decided not to 
include the vote of investi¬ 
ture in the agenda for next 
week's plena ry session. 
Parliament spokesman 
Jaume Duch tweeted that 
lawmakers are now "will¬ 
ing to vote on time to a How 
new Commission to start 
1st December," and ask for 


the "rapid appointment of 
the new 3 commissioners- 
designate." 

The delay will allow France, 
Romania and Hungary to 
finalize the ire and id a tes a f- 
tertheir initial choiceswere 
dismissed. The trio must be 
vetted before the full com¬ 
mission can be voted in. 

In a blow to French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron's 
ambitions, France's nomi¬ 
nee for the next commis¬ 
sion, Sylvie Goulard, was 
rejected last week. A close 
ally of Macron, she had 
been nominated to take a 
high-profile position over¬ 
seeing Europe's internal 
market, industry and de¬ 


fense. 

Goulard failed to convince 
Parliament members who 
quizzed hertwice about al- 
legationsshe misused funds 
and consulted for a U.S. 
think tank while she served 
in the EU Pa rlia ment. Her re- 
jection came afterthe par¬ 
liament's legal committee 
refused to give its approval 
to Rovana Plumb of Roma¬ 
nia and Laszlo Trocsanyi 
of Hungary to face official 
hearings over conflict of in¬ 
terest concerns. 

The current commission will 
stay on after November, 
handling day-to-day mat¬ 
ters until the new one takes 
office.Q 









fiDAY 


v i y 


5U5H1 - AiMW fiESTAURANT - LOUNGE 


VUMMVARUBA. c *m\A ^ 

vour cHTilne Aruba nretauram guide 


WORLD NEWSI^ul 


THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 2019 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT MENU 

DAILY ALL NIGHT LONG ASIAN MENU & SUSHI 


Serving 2 items p.p. qI a time 
Price is per person (no sparables). 
Groups of 5 people or more, 
reservations needed. 


$ 25 . 


oo 


P.P. 


Add unlimited salmon 
and/or tuna sashimi, 


$7. 


50 


P-0- 


Opening hours: daily 4PM - 12AM Kitchen closes a! 11:30PM 

J.E. trousquin Blvd 370 (across from Barcel6 Resort] Arawak Garden. Polm Beach 

Tel: +297 280 0019 - E; diagonfly@a rubawineanddine.com 

www.dr ogonflyaru ba. com 


Reservations required 

Not volid in cambinatjon 
with any other special © (1 

promotion O G 


Cuba to let c itizens buy imports with foreign cumencies 



In this Dec. 19, 2014 file photo, bank notes from various countries are displayed on the wall of a 
small beverage shop nearthe beach in Havana, Cuba. 

Associated Press 


HAVANA (AP) — The Cu¬ 
ban government says it 
will allow citizens to use 10 
foreign currencies to buy 
products like televisions 
and air conditioners at 
state stores in an attempt 
to compete with a multi-bil- 
lion-dollar informal market 
in imported goods. 

Ihe communist state has a 
monopoly on most forms of 
retail sales and a II wholesal¬ 
ing, import and export. The 
only legal vendorsof appli¬ 
anceslike refrigerators and 
air conditioners are state 
storesthatcharge asmuch 
as 200 percent of the aver¬ 
age global price for gen¬ 
erally low-quality Chinese- 
made products that are 
often out of stock, 
lhat has led to an illegal 
but tolerated black mar¬ 
ket in goods purchased 
abroad by individual Cu¬ 
bans and resold at a profit 
on the island. Thousands of 
Cubans each year fly to 
shopping districts catering 
to them in countries rang¬ 
ing from Panama to Haiti to 
Russia. By some estimates, 
the sellers known as "mules" 
spend some $2 billion a 
year overseas, a majorout- 
flow of hard currency from 


an island already in a seri¬ 
ous cash crunch. 

Cuban offic ia Isannounced 
Tuesday night that the 
prices of some consumer 
goods would drop for Cu¬ 
bans who create special 
new hard-currency bank 
accounts denominated in 
U.S. and Canadian dollars, 
Euros, British pounds, Swiss 
francs, Mexican pesos, 
Danish, Norwegian and 
Swedish kroner and Japa¬ 
nese yen. 

Cuba ns will also be able to 
use the accounts to import 
goods through state-run 
companies, officials said 
on national television, al¬ 
though the precise mecha¬ 
nism for those private-pub¬ 
lic imports remains unclear. 
Products that will be avail¬ 
able for foreign currency 
include 43-inch flat-screen 
televisions, standing freez¬ 
ers, refrigerators and mini¬ 
split air conditioners. The 
discounts over current pric¬ 
es appear to be marginal 
— Reports in state media 
indicated that the govern¬ 
ment would still charge 
some 75 percent above 
the wholesale price. A 43- 
inch Samsung television, 
for example, would sell for 


$549, state media said, 
about twice the cost of a 
similar item in the U.S. 
"Money is leaving the coun¬ 
try in significant amounts 
to acquire these products 
and we need to capture 
it as a source of hard cur¬ 
rency to restock our indus¬ 


trial base, our retail stories, 
our market," Vice President 
Salvador Valdes Mesa said 
in an appearance along 
other government ministers 
and high-ranking econom¬ 
ic officials. Cubans who 
open hard-currency ac- 
countswill be given a bank 


card used to purchase dis¬ 
counted goods. The move 
adds a new complication 
to Cuba's unusual multiple- 
currency system. Cubans 
currently use Cuban pesos 
worth about 4 cents each 
and convertible pesos 
worth about a dollar. □ 


Brazil's income inequality hitshighestsince atleast2012 


By DAVID BILLER 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazil's income inequality 
in 2018 reached its highest 
level since the start of the 
national statistics' series in 
2012, according to data re¬ 
leased Wednesday, reflect¬ 
ing an economic downturn 
that's taken an outsized toll 
on the poor.Data from the 
national statistics agency 


showed the so-called Gini 
coefficient used to mea¬ 
sure inequality is at a level 
just above that registered 
in 2012. Marcelo Neri of the 
Getulio Vargas Foundation 
university said increases 
from 2015 to 2018 represent 
a reversal from prior years 
of "inclusive growth." 

'There is the effect of un¬ 
employment, but it's not just 


that. The data show lower 
salaries of people who are 
employed," Neri said. 'The 
poorest lost more salary, 
and during the whole peri¬ 
od there was a certain lack 
of social safety nets for the 
poorest." 

Brazil suffered a devas¬ 
tating recession in 2015 
and 2016 that sent unem¬ 
ployment surging into the 


double digits. Snce then, 
growth has averaged just 
over 1% annually, a far cry 
from the robust activity dur¬ 
ing the global commodi¬ 
ties boom of the previous 
decade. The International 
Monetary Fund expects 
growth below 1% this year 
before Latin America's larg¬ 
est economy gains steam 
in 2020. 


Indeed leading data show 
the trend of widening in¬ 
equality continued into 
2019, Neri said. 

In 2018, the ric hest 10% of 
Brazilians accounted for 
43.1% of national income, 
up from 41.4% in 2015, ac¬ 
cording to the statistics in¬ 
stitute. The poorest 30% of 
Brazilian earners saw their 
inc o mes fa II fro m 2017.Q 
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Embattled Aigentine farmers eye presidential vote with fear 


By LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated ness 
PERGAMINO, Argentina 
(AP) —J uan Rossi walks be¬ 
tween rowsof green wheat 
athisfarm in one of Argenti¬ 
na's most fertile agricultural 
regions, worrying a bout the 
future of the farming sector 
that is the main economic 
engine of this country. 
When he planted the 
wheat, he expected con¬ 
servative Mauricio Macri 
to be reelected president 
of Argentina. Now, farm¬ 
ers like Rossi are bracing 
fora possible return of the 
interventionist policies of 
Macri's now-favored main 
rival: the presidential ticket 
of Alberto Fernandez and 
former President Cristina 
Fernandez. 

Export restrictions imposed 
during Cristina Fernandez's 
2007-2015 left-o f-c enter 

government triggered a re¬ 
volt in 2008 by Argentina's 
fanners, who are among 
the world's top suppliers of 
grains She is now running 
as vice president with her 
former aide bidding forthe 
presidency in the Oct. 27 
national elections 
Fears of a return of high ex¬ 
port taxescome asagricul- 
ture seeks to rebound from 
one of the worst drought in 
years that badly damaged 
cropstwo seasonsago. 
'Today, we have uncer¬ 
tainty about whetherthey'll 
allow us to continue as 
we've been doing so far, 
or if they're going to put a 
spoke in our wheel," Rossi 
said on his farm on the out¬ 
skirts of the city of Perga mi- 
no, where he also grows 
com and keeps chickens 
and peacocks. 'We're in 
the middle of this fog and 
no one knows what's going 
to happen." 

Rossi was among a group 
of jubilant Argentine farm¬ 
ers who cheered the busi¬ 
ness-friendly Macri when 
he arrived in their town in 
the Pampas grain belt in 
2015 to announce that he 
would scrap taxes on ex- 
portsof com and wheatto 
jumpstartthe economy. 

It was a moment of victory 
forMacri, who had recently 
taken office, and of hope 
forfarmers, who had been 
hobbled bythe strictexport 
limits imposed by the pre¬ 



ln this Oct 9, 2019 photo, fcimerjuan Rossi poses for a picture on hiswheatfoim, on the outskirts 
of Peigamino, Argentina, where he also giowscom and keeps chic kens and peacocks. 

Associated Press 


vious government. Since 
then, it has only been ups 
and downs. 

Rossi says improved weath¬ 
er gave them some "oxy¬ 
gen" for this year's harvest. 
But then Macri surprisingly 
turned in a worse show¬ 
ing in primary elections 
than the left-leaning Per- 
onist candidate Alberto 
Fernandez, causing stocks 
to plunge and the peso to 
depreciate even further 
in recession-hit Argentina, 
which has been struggling 
with rapidly rising prices 
and increasing poverty. 

Ihe primary results also co¬ 
incided with a report by 
the U.S. Department of Ag¬ 
riculture that lowered esti¬ 
mates for Argentina's soy 
and com crops based on 
weather conditions, said 
Esteban Copati, head of 
agricultural forecasts at 
the Buenos Aires grains ex¬ 
change. 

'There was a double 
whammy," Copati said. 
"On the one side, there was 
this change in the politi¬ 
cal scenario that changed 
the intention of growers to 
plant since they started to 


become fearful of what the 
policies of this new govern¬ 
ment could be. And on the 
other hand, there was the 
impact of the drop in inter¬ 
national prices" 

Farmers and ranchers say 
they don't want a return to 
restrictions that in 2008 led 
them to block goods from 
reaching Argentine cities, 
causing severe shortages 
of beef and produce. Un¬ 
moved goods rotted and 
supermarket shelves were 
bare in many regions 
The three-week strike over 
export taxes became one 
of the biggest crises of Cris¬ 
tina Fernandez's presiden¬ 
cy. She said the taxes were 
aimed at redistributing the 
riches from the agricultural 
sector in a country where 
many are poor. 

Fanning leaders have met 
with Alberto Fernandez, 
who served aschief of staff 
during a portion of Cristina 
Fernandez's first term as 
president but left in 2008 
following the conflict. The 
two are not related. 
Farmers said the candidate 
asked them to turn the 
page at the recent meet¬ 


ing. He later told reporters 
that the session marked the 
"beginning of a good, fruit¬ 
ful bond." 

The fanning sector is a ma- 
jorsource offoreign curren¬ 
cy for Argentina and the 
next administration will be 
eagerto counton bringing 
in those reserves to avert a 
debt default and a further 
deepening of a currency 
crisis 

Many Argentines are in¬ 
creasingly frustrated bythe 
sputtering economy, ris¬ 
ing poverty and austerity 
measures. Some analysts 
say that Macri's adminis¬ 
tration set overly optimistic 
goals and that a decision 
by the central bank to hike 
the inflation target caused 
investors to begin doubt¬ 
ing Macri's commitment to 
taming price rises. Macri's 
government was forced to 
strike a record $56 billion 
bailout loan with the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
following a sharp deprecia¬ 
tion ofthe peso against the 
U.S. do liar la st year. 
"Afterfouryearsofthe Mac¬ 
ri government, we realize 
that this model that some 


of us cautioned about has 
become a reality," Sebas¬ 
tian Campo said as he 
herded cows at his farm 
on the outskirts of Perga mi- 
no. He said he is among a 
small minority in this area 
who don't back Macri, but 
he hasn't decided yet on 
whom to vote for. 

In recent days, Macri has 
reached out to farmers, 
promising them "more 
technology, more innova¬ 
tion and less taxes" while 
praising their contributions 
at a time of crisis. 

'Our countryside amounts 
to 40 percent of ourecono- 
myand generatesa third of 
jobs for Argentines," Macri 
said Saturday on Twitter. 
"We want to propel it so it 
can create more employ¬ 
ment and opportunities" 

It's no coincidence that 
shortly after he took office, 
Macri chose a farm in Per¬ 
ga mino to make one ofthe 
most important economic 
announcements of his pres¬ 
idency. 

"Pergamino is an icon of 
agriculture in Argentina. It's 
the equivalent ofthe com 
belt in the United States," 
said Agustin Tejeda, chief 
economic analyst at the 
Buenos Aires Grains Ex¬ 
change. "It's in the heart of 
the most fertile lands and a 
great agricultural tradition." 
The city of 105,000 people, 
located in Buenos Aires 
province, is also a hub for 
Argentine agribusiness 
Farmersand ranchersdrive 
pickup trucks and tractors 
along dusty roads passing 
through seemingly endless 
flat fields in one the world's 
top soy exporters and a 
key producer of com and 
wheat. 

'The road that Argentines 
have chosen is the road 
of change, of openness, 
of free trade," said Jorge 
Josifovich, an agricultural 
engineer who owns and 
manages farm lands in the 
area. 

"Faced with the likelihood 
of a new (Fernandez) gov¬ 
ernment, we don't have 
any expectations that the 
road that began in 2015 
will continue," he said. 
'They care very little about 
farmers J ust as we still see 
ghosts in them, they still see 
usasthe enemy.'O 
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Happy Community Initiative is looking for your help: 
"They want your love, support; encouragement; 
your nurtute, acceptance and attention" 



ORANJ ES1AD — Your teen times It is most probably the most diffi¬ 
cult phase and at the same time it is the best part of your life. Fora 
parentthe teen is challenging and rebellion ispaitof it; but teens... 
they need love. The recently launched Happy Community Initiative 
(HCI) asks your support to setup a high-quality afterschool program 
for Aruban teens. Six out of ten teens are home alone here, mostly 
because parents work to meet ends One Happy Island wishes for 
HappyTeens 


Sandra, a mother of two sons in 
the age of 13 and 16: "It is really 
important to have a high-quality 
after school program because, I 
have no place to leave them after 
school.The parentsare working, like 
myself, which leaves the children 
alone at home." She finds it diffi¬ 
cult to know that herkidsare home 
alone forseveral reasons: "I do not 
know what he is doing. He is kind of 
isolated and spendstoo much time 
on social media." She would pre¬ 
fer her children to be stimulated in 
their interests and be able to try for 
example music instruments, 

arts & crafts and sports "In that 
way, they can explore what their 
interest isand develop a passion for 
something. Nowadays teens seem 
so shallow and inactive because 
of the devices that keep them en¬ 
gaged." She acknowledges that 
the economic situation on Aruba 
forces pa rents to work hard to pro¬ 
vide fortheirfamily needs and that 
makes life more stressful. It affects 
the teens who are left alone and 
lack the support in such a difficult 
age. "Not everyone can count on 
familyorfriendsto help. Inthatcase 
there seemsto be no otherchoice." 

Fix your mind set 

Shulaika, a single mother of two 
children who are teens like San¬ 


dra's boys asked herchildren if they 
would be open to participate in 
such a program. They both are into 
it as long as the rules are not too 
strict, they said. A typical teenage 
answer but remember it is still the 
adult that needsto keep the super¬ 
vision and decide what is good for 
their children. Sandra: "They think 
they are old enough to do and de¬ 
cide things, but they are not. They 
are looking for an identity and are 
very vulnera ble. I see it a round me. 
A lot of teens stay home alone and 
many single parents work double 
jobs. I mean, how on earth do you 
manage and still have energy for 
yourteenslike that?" In heropinion 
it is a II a bout your mindset: You can 
convince yourself that it is okay to 
leave them home alone but if you 
think honestly it is not. "They are still 
children and they need your love, 
yoursupport, yourencouragement, 
your nurture, acceptance and at¬ 
tention." 

Some facts 

Millionsof people around the world 
love Aruba, the ONE HAPPY ISLAND 
and the home away from home. 
Tourism in Aruba isperforming great. 
However, in Aruba, about six of ten 
youngsters between the ages of 12 
and 18 are alone or without adult 
supervision afterschool time. In ad¬ 



dition to this, many of Aruba's youngsters do not travel (often) and 
experience boredom from a lack of activities during school vacations. 
Furthermore, four out often Aruban youngsters do not finish second¬ 
ary school. Ibis isa very big issue forAruba'sfuture economy and the 
local tourism industry. A recent study found at least 60% of Aruba's 
youth isasking for afterschool programs, aiming at sports, cooking, art 
programsand a safe place to hang out with theirfriends. 

Small gesture, big impact 

Aruba's visitor charity program HCI is raising funds to roll out an af¬ 
terschool program. "The objective is to raise $110KbyJune 1st, 2020 
which can caterto 40 youngstersforone yearwhere they will receive 
homework guidance, opportunity to participate in sports, music les¬ 
sons and art classes, meals and beverages, operations costs, guid¬ 
ance support and materials", says Kimberly Mathilda, Coordinatorof 
HCI. "$2254.90 hasbeen collected so far, should each of usdonate we 
can reach ourgoalfaster."Q 


Our Newest Column is All about 
YOUBi and Happiness 

ORANJ ES1AD — Our newest column Happy Community Initiative is 
published bi-weekly on Thursdays in Aruba Today. We inform you 
a boutthis dynamic, new projects from a differentangletogiveyou 
a complete feel, so follow us and stay engaged! 

"The Happy Community Initiative is a visitor charity program that 
you can help strengthen Aruba'scommunity by donating to good 
causes CEDE Aruba, a dynamic community foundation, the 
Aruba limeshare Association (A15A), the Aruba Tourism Authority 
and several companiescollaborate in this platform for visitors who 
would like to make a donation, but a Iso volunteerin the future. The 
priority is set to support projectsforAruban youths. CEDE Aruba will 
make sure that the donations reach meaningful projects of local 
non-profits, based upon quality and transparency of finances of 
the offered programs In this manner, you can be assured thatyour 
donation will reach its goal! With your donation, you support Aru¬ 
ban children with after school programs, mentorship activities and 
social support. You can donate at the kiosks in the lobby of several 
hotels(Costa Linda, Playa Linda, Paradise Beach Villa sand La Ca¬ 
bana) oryou can donate on the website: https://happycommuni- 
tyaruba.org/donateO 


Copyright C EDE Aruba 
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Opening of Hyatt Place Aniba Airport 



ORANJ ES1AD — The Hyatt 
Place Aruba Airport is a 
fact the newest hotel of 
Aruba opened its doors of- 
ficially yesterday morning. 
VUHh 116 rooms in contem¬ 
porary style the hotel aims 
for the business and leisure 
traveler. 

The opening event was at¬ 
tended by many guests 
among others the Prime 
Minister Evelyn Wever- 
Croes, Tourism Minister of 
Tourism, Public Health & 
Sports Dangui Oduber, the 




Minister of Regional Plan¬ 
ning, Infrastructure and En¬ 
vironment Otmar Oduber, 
the Ministerof Soc iaI Affa irs 
and Labor Glenbert Croes 
and President of the Tour¬ 
ism Commission Setty Yar- 
zagaray. 

General Manager Mar¬ 
ta Raven welcomed the 
guests and thanked her 
43-headed staff for the 
enormous effort to realize 


the project. Ihe 43 employ¬ 
ees (42 of them are locals) 
were all standing on the 
stairways as a way of pres¬ 
ent themselves while the 
speeches took place. "The 
hotel offers an outdoor 
pool, 24/7 gym and 2,320 
sq. ft. of event space. For 
more information check 
out the website: https:// 
www.hyatt.com/en-US/ho- 
tel/aruba/hyatt-place-aru- 
ba-airport/auaza.Q 


It was love atfirst sight! 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richard¬ 
son of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the 
great pleasure to honor Aruba's loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitors of Aru¬ 
ba. Ihe symbolic Distinguished Visitor certifi¬ 
cate is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
lourism, as a token of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years and more consecu¬ 
tively. 

The honoreeswere Dennis and Kimbeiiey 
Valor from New Jersey, USA! 

This lovely couple stated that Aruba is and 
will always be their second home. They fell in 
love with the island the first time they came 
in 2000! They also stated that they love Aruba 
very much, especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beachesand picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety of foods, its rich cul¬ 
ture, and Aruba'swarm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representa- 
tivesof the Barcelo Aruba, presented the cer¬ 
tificate to the honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and astheirhome-away-from-homeO 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 



Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts f Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blv<f #47 
583.5000 | cosmoalhambra.com 

Play ftiifarKibfy. VrUl mrw.saitilltfiarHnyin«ikarg if you at ionitane you know hm a gambling prabbm. 



Bohemian Restaurant Tonight live Violinist Angela 



PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from France, nonconform¬ 
ist in style and ethnic in cuisine. That is whatthe new kid 
in town is about Bohemian Restaurant is different; un¬ 
conventional and a rebel with a cause. The cause is to 
make you feel king in this hidden garden with outstand¬ 
ing dishes that connect you to the European liaisons of 
Aruba. TONIGHThas an extra magic: the live Violinist An¬ 
gela performs! From traditional French and Italian famous 
melodies to mote upbeat pop and rock and roll. A taste 
for everyone. 


A garden full of strong trees and dressed 
up in New York-style industrial-look ele¬ 
ments creates a cosmopolitan vibe while 
at the same time the tropical breeze and 
outside dining connectto the Caribbean. 
Waiters with French barrettes and pant 
suspenders service you with a happy and 
loose style with on the background the 
sounds of underground chill music varied 
with French classics. 

ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famousfortheirculinary art. 
Bohemain is the ONLY French owned res¬ 
taurant on Aruba and offers you Grande 
gastronomy in a hip decor. French classics 
like Coq-au-Vin, Beef tartare, Escargot, 
Duck Foie GrasTerrine, Bouillabaisse Fish 
Soup, Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Salad, Rib-Eye 
Butter M a rtre-D, Creme Brulee, Chocolate 
Lava Cake and Pineapple Carpaccio are 
on the menu. Mediterranean inspired dish¬ 




es like Rasel Hanout Fish Kebbab, Honey 
and Rosemary Lamb Shank, Moroccan 
Lamb sausages, Mediterranean Sea Bass 
and Grilled Local Catch are other finger 
licking options. Directly imported wines 
from wineries in Europe make up fora per¬ 
fect pairing. You are welcome to enjoy 
the Happy Hours and Daily Early Birds from 
5 to 7 PM. Bon appetite! 

Free Parking available at the parking lot in 
front of Bareelo Resort.Q 


Make your reservations through their 
website: https://bohemianamba.com. 
Call them at 00 297 280 8448. 

Facebook: Bohemian. 
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The Upcoming Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance Convention to be a Symposium 
for and by Nature Experts, Researchers, Managers and the Youth 



KRALENDIJ K, BONAIRE — The upcoming convention of the Dutch Carib¬ 
bean Natuie Alliance (DCNA) will be taking place on Bonaiie this year 
and will focus on youth participation, marine park management; coral 
restoration, research and strategic planning. All six National Park Man¬ 
agement organizations from the Dutch Caribbean and the key players 
and other local stakeholders are joining forces to jointly enhance stra¬ 
tegic nature management policies for the coming years. Attending the 
symposium will also be the VUbrid Wildlife Fund (WWF-NL), Bird Protection 
Netherlands, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN- 
NL), the Dutch Organization for Scientific Research (NWO), and coral sci¬ 
entists from Wageningen University & Research and Reef Renewal Foun¬ 
dation Bonaire. Also, during the convention youth from the Dutch Carib¬ 
bean islands will be broughttogetherto learn a bout each other's nature 
conservation activities on their respective islands. There is also a public 
lecture on coral reefs on October 28 at 7:30 pm at Captain Don's Hotel, 
Bonaire 

Collaboration is essential 

A joint approach to address common conservation challenges across 
all six islands of the Caribbean will greatly benefit nature protection in 
the Dutch Kingdom. The park management organizations on all six is¬ 
lands are much stronger together than individually and several Dutch 
organizations indicate needing the parks to achieve theirgoalsand to 
implement joint plans forthe enhancement of nature conservation ac¬ 
tivities on all six islands of the Dutch Caribbean. The Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance (DCNA), togetherwith the invited organizations, aims to 
expand, professionalize and strengthen the expertise thatthe protected 
areasin the Dutch Caribbean currently have. It goes without saying that 
even thingsthatgo well can and should be betterin the perspective of 
the seriousconsequencesof climate change. Many issuesthatall islands 
face can betterbe solved together. Togetherwe can achieve more. 

Youth participation 

Nature management is first and foremost dedicated to the benefit and 
the use of natural resources for the future generations. During the up¬ 
coming DCNA convention, which will now be organized annually, spe¬ 
cial attention will be paid to the youth nature programsof the six Dutch 
Caribbean islands. From the youth programsof Fundacion Parke Nacio- 
nal Aruba, ST1NAPA Bonaire, CARMABI on Curasao, Saba Conservation 
Foundation, Sint Maarten Nature Foundation and STENAPA on Sint Eusta- 
tius, four teenagers have been selected per island and will be brought 


together at the convention. Thanks to co-financing of the World Wide 
Fund forNature, Rabobankand ST1NAPA, a weekend-long program has 
been organized, with overnight stays, field excursions and workshops in 
the Washington Slagbaai National Park, especially forthe participants. It 
will be a unique experience where they will have the opportunity to leam 
about each other's nature and have memorable experiences. They will 
complete their program with a presentation. The young nature ambas¬ 
sadors will present their own knowledge and experience and how they 
want to initiate furtheraction togetherwith the respective local organi¬ 
zations on their ho me islands. 

Strategic planning 

DC NA's various partners and other stakeholders in nature management 
in the Caribbean often have similar goals or goals that are in line with 
each other. During the various workshops under the theme "strategic 
planning", the participating organizations will work on concrete work 
plansand specific assignment of tasks, thereby optimizing support forfo- 
cused conservation efforts. WWF-NL, Bird Protection Netherlands, IUCN- 
NLand DCNA will all come together in this regard. 

Coral woikshops for biologists 

As part of a soon to be released coral action plan and the coral resto¬ 
ration work being done by the six Dutch Caribbean islands, a special 
day of lectures, workshopsand a field excursion has been compiled for 
biologists associated with protected areas in the Dutch Caribbean. In 
addition, the Dutch Organization for Scientific Research (NWO) will be 
presentand will facilitate a workshop on the upcoming call forresearch 
proposals. 

FHjblic reading coral reefs 

For anyone who is interested and committed to the status of the coral 
reefs on Bonaire and would like to meet the regional experts in person, 
there is a public lecture by dr. Erik Meesters of Wageningen University & 
Research on Monday October 28 from 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM at Captain 
Don's hotel, Bonaire. 

Four themes, one convention 

The aforementioned four themes form the common thread of the con¬ 
vention. Togetherwe will make of it a huge success, which will repre¬ 
sent the starting point of a new phase in nature management in the 
Caribbean 
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J oe Maddon 
returns to 
Los Angeles 
Angels as 
new manager 

By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports WHter 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

J oe Maddon is back under 
the halo. 

Maddon agreed to a 
three-year deal to be¬ 
come the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels' manageron Wednes¬ 
day, reuniting the World 
Series-winning former 
manager of the Chicago 
Cubs with the organization 
where he spent the first 
three decadesof his base¬ 
ball career. 

'We are thrilled that Joe is 
coming back home and 
bringing an exciting brand 
of baseball to our fans," 
general manager Billy Ep- 
plersaid. "Every stop he has 
made throughout his man¬ 
agerial career, he has built 
a culture that isfocused on 
winning while also allow¬ 
ing his p layers to thrive. We 
believe J oe will be a great 
asset for our club and look 
forward to him leading the 
team to another World Se¬ 
ries championship." 

The Angels will formally in¬ 
troduce the 65-year-old 
Maddon at a news con¬ 
ference next week, but 
he already knows his way 
around Angel Stadium. 
Maddon signed with the 
Angels as an undrafted 
catcher in 1975, and he 
spent the next 31 seasons 
working at almost every 
level of the organization 
as a player, coach and 
manager. He served as a 
big league assistantcoach 
under five managers, and 
he had two stints as the 
Angels' interim manager. 

He wasthe Angels' bench 
coach alongside manager 
Mike Scioscia during their 
championship season in 
2002. 



gnals sweep Cardinals, 


ac h World 


Washington Nationals 1 Yan Gomes and Daniel Hudson celebiate after Game 4 of the baseball National League Championship 
Series Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, in Washington. The Nationals won 7-4 to win the series 4-0. 
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Vasi levsk y leads Lightning to a 3-1 win over Cana die ns 



Montreal Canadiens' Max Domi can'tgetto the puckona shot deflected by Tampa Bay Lightning 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy as he iscovered by Lightning's Victor Hedman (77) during the thiid 
period of an NHLhockey game Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, in Montreal. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
MONTREAL (AP) — Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 33 saves 
to help the Tampa Bay 
Lightning beat the Montre¬ 
al Canadiens 3-1 on Tues¬ 
day night in the fifth game 
of a six-game road trip. 
Braydon Cobum, Steven 
Stamkosand Tyler Johnson 
scored for the Lightning (3- 
2-1), who were coming off 
a 4-2 loss to the Ottawa 
Senators. Nikita Kucherov 
added two assists. 

Ihe 25-year-old Vasilevskiy 
improved to 8-1-2 in hisca- 
reeragainst Montreal. 

Jeff Petry scored the lone 
goal for the Canadiens 
(2-2-2) while Carey Price 
stopped 19-of-22 shots in 
defeat. 

Ihe Canadiens came into 
the matchup with the 
league's fourth-best of¬ 
fense, scoring four goals 
per game, but they could 
only get one past Vasilevs¬ 
kiy. 

MAPLE LEAFS 4, WILD 2 

TORONTO (AP) — Mitch 
Mamer had a goal and 
two assists and Toronto 
overcame a slow start and 
beat Minnesota. 

Andreas Johnsson had a 
goal and an assist, and 
Auston Matthewsand J ohn 
Tavares also scored forTo- 
ronto. Frederik Andersen 
made 27 saves. 

Maple Leafs defenseman 
Morgan Rielly added four 
assists in the second period, 
tying a franchise record 
for assists in a period of a 
regular-season game set 


by Rick Vaive on March 12, 
1984. 

Luke Kunin and Gerald 
Mayhew scored for Min¬ 
nesota. Devan Dubnyk 
stopped 30 shots for the 
Wild, who were coming 
off a 2-0 win at Ottawa on 
Monday. 

COYOTES4JE152 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Christian Dvorak scored 
a pair of goals and Arizona 
beat Winnipeg. 

The Coyotes had lost 10 
straight games in Winni¬ 
peg, since the Jets fran¬ 
chise moved from Atlanta 
in 2011. 

Nick Schmaltz had a goal 
and two assists for Arizona 
and Conor Garland also 
scored. Oliver Ekman-Lars- 
son finished with two assists. 


Darcy Kuemper made 38 
saves for the Coyotes. 

Mark Scheifele had a 
goal and an assist and ex¬ 
tended his point streak to 
five games with his team¬ 
leading fourth goal of the 
season for Winnipeg. Kyle 
Connoralso scored forWin- 
nipeg, and Josh Morrissey 
had a pair of assists. Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck stopped 31 
shots for the J ets. 

FLAMES 3, FLYERS 1 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Michael Frolik scored in his 
800th NHL game and Cal¬ 
gary beat Philadelphia. 
Frolik scored the 154th goal 
of his 13-sea son career, fifth 
asa memberofthe Flames 
Andrew Mangiapane also 
scored, and Elias Lind- 
holm added an empty-net 


goal for Calgary, which 
snapped a two-game los¬ 
ing skid. 

David Rittich made 21 
saves and improved to 3-2 
on the season. 

Defenseman Matt Nis- 
kanen scored forthe Flyers. 
Brian Elliott made 35 saves 
in hisfirst start of the season. 
PREDATORS 5, GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS 2 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Pekka 
Rinne made 33 saves to 
remain unbeaten as Nash¬ 
ville topped Vegas. 

Rinne is 4-0-0 this season 
and has been splendid in 
the net, stifling one of the 
NHL's most potent offenses. 
Kyle Tunis, Colton Sissons, 
C a lie Jamkrok, Filip Fors- 
beng and Nick Bonino 
scored for the Predators, 


who had nine players get 
points in the win. Seven¬ 
teen of Nashville's 20 skat¬ 
ers to appear in a game 
registered a point. 

Mark Stone and Reilly Smith 
scored for the Golden 
Knights, who had won their 
previous two games after 
outscoring their opponents 
by a combined final of 11- 
4. 

Marc-Andre Fleury, whose 
five goals allowed was 
a season-high, made 34 
saves 

CANUCKS 5, RED WINGS 1 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — J.T. Miller 
had a pair of goals and 
Elias Pettersson and Alex 
Edlereach had a goal and 
a two assists as Vancouver 
used a potent power play 
to beat Detroit. 

Troy Stecher also had a 
goal and Brock Boeser fin¬ 
ished with three assists for 
Vancouver. 

The Red Wings' lone goal 
came from Dylan Larkin. 
Jonathan Bernier stopped 
27 of 32 shots for Detroit. 
Thatcher Demko had 26 
savesand picked up hisfirst 
win of the season in hisfirst 
sta rt fo r Va nc o uve r. 

The Canucks have won 
three games in a row, 
matching last year's best 
win streak. 

HURRICANES2, KINGSO 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Petr 
Mrazek made 31 saves in 
his 19th career shutout, and 
Carolina extended its torrid 
start to the season with a 
win over Los AngelesO 


Kitzbuehel ski races to pay winners record 100,000 euros 


VIENNA (AP) — Prize mon¬ 
ey in Alpine skiing is set to 
reach new heights in the 
upcoming World Cup sea¬ 
son as the winners of the 
classic downhill and the sla¬ 
lom in Kitzbuehel inj anuary 
will both receive 100,000 
euros ($111,000), a record 
fora single race. 

Organizers of the tradition¬ 
al Hahnenkamm races an¬ 
nounced Wednesday they 
have raised theirtotal prize 
fund from last season by 25 
percent to 725,000 euros 
($801,500) to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the event. 
'We don't want to invest 



In this Sunday, Match 17, 2019 file photo, Austria's Maicel 
Hitscher, left; and Uhited States' Mikaela Shfflrin hold the World 
Cup overall trophies, atthe alpine ski finals in Soldeu, Andorra. 

Associated Press 


the budget for the 80th 
Hahnenkamm races into 
a jubilee party, but the lo¬ 
cal ski club prefersto set an 
example for the athletes," 
chief onganizerMichael Hu- 
bersaid. 

The races in Kitzbuehel, a 
marquee stop on the men's 
World Cup drawing tens 
of thousands of spectators 
each year, will be held on 
Jan. 24-26. They also con¬ 
sist of a super-G, where the 
winner will be awarded 
68,500 euros ($75,700). 
World Cup organizers 
typically pay 45,000 Swiss 
francs ($45,170) for a win. 


Prize money is paid down 
to 30th place, which usually 
earns a round $500. 

Last season, Mikaela Shiffrin 
earned a record 886,000 
Swiss francs ($889,400) in 
prize money on the way 
to her third straight overall 
title. The now retired Mar¬ 
cel Hirscher, who won a 
record-extending eighth 
stra ightoverall title, topped 
the men's list with 565,000 
Sw iss f ra n c s ($567,000). 

The World Cup seasonstarts 
Oct. 26-27 with giant sla¬ 
loms for women and men 
on the Rettenbach glacier 
in Soelden, Austria.□ 
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Nats sweep Cards; DC in VVbrid Series for 1st time since '33 



The Washington Nationals celebrate aflerGame 4 of the baseball National League Championship 
Series Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, in Washington. The Nationals won 7-4 to win the series 4-0. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDR1C H 
AP Sports Whiter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

the Washington Nationals 
moved a party 86 years in 
the making from their ball¬ 
park's infield to a booze- 
filled clubhouse, manager 
Dave Martinez paused 
nearthe dugout and thrust 
the silverNLChampionship 
Series trophy overhead, to 
the delight of loud, delirious 
fa ns still in the stands 
Who would have thought 
thiswaspossiblefive months 
ago, when the team was 
flailing, trade talk was swirl¬ 
ing around Washington 
and folks figured Martinez's 
job wasin jeopardy? 

From 19-31 during a medio¬ 
cre May to the Fall Classic 
in an outstanding October 
— and the city's first World 
Series appearance since 
1933. 

Extending their stunning 
turnaround, the wild-card 
Nationals got RBIs from 
middle-of-the-order stars 
Anthony Rendon and J uan 
Soto in a seven-run first in¬ 
ning Tuesday night, and 
Patrick Corbin's 12-strikeout 
performance plus a trio of 
relievers helped hold onto 
beatthe St. LouisCardinals 
7-4 in Game 4to complete 
a sweep in the NLCS. 
'Often, bumpy roads lead 
to beautiful places," said 
Martinez, who underwent 
a heart procedure in Sep¬ 
tember, "and this is a beau¬ 
tiful place." 

Right from the first inning 
Tuesday, most in a sellout 
crowd of 43,976 rose from 
their seats to applaud or 
yell or twirl their red towels, 
to chant "Let's go, Nats!" 
and "M-V-P!" and various 
players' names, enjoy¬ 
ing every moment of that 
game-deciding outburst. 
And then, a couple of hours 
and several innings later, as 
Tanner Rainey, Sean Doo¬ 
little and Daniel Hudson 
were protecting a shrinking 
lead, those same specta- 
torsstood and shouted and 
reveled some more. 

"I just kept counting down: 
We're 12 outs from the 
World Series. We're nine 
outs from the World Series," 
shortstop Trea Turner said. 
"Six. Three." 

Now the Nationals get 
plenty of time to rest and 


set up their so-far terrific 
rotation before beginning 
the last series of the season 
against the Houston Astros 
or New York Yankees in a 
week. Houston leads the 
best-of-seven AL Champi¬ 
onship Series 2-1 after win¬ 
ning Game 3 at New York 
4-1 Tuesday. 

"The Nationals became the 
fourth team to reach the 
World Series after being 12 
games under.500. 

'We think we can compete 
with any team, any time," 
NLCS MVP Howie Kendrick 
said. "People always get 
caughtup in the thingsthat 
are on paper, but the real¬ 
ity of it is you have to go out 
and play. Once we getout 
on the field, anything can 
happen." 

The last time the World Se¬ 
ries came to the nation's 
capital, more than eight 
decades ago, the Wash¬ 
ington Senators lost to the 
New York Giants in five 
games. Have to go even 
further back, to 1924, for 
the city's lone baseball 
championship, when the 
Senators defeated the Gi¬ 
ants. 

The Senators eventually 
left, and the town didn't 
have a major league team 
at all for more than three 
decades until the Mon¬ 
treal Expos — who were 


founded in 1969and never 
made it to the World Series 
— moved to Washington in 
2005. 

The Nationals had never 
managed to advance in 
the postseason since arriv¬ 
ing, going 0-4 in the NLDS 
over the last seven years, 
including three Game 5 
lossesat home. 

First baseman Ryan Zim¬ 
merman, the Nationals' first 
draft pick in Washington, 
was there for all of that 
heartache. 

"Sometimes," he said, "you 
gotto waitforgood things." 
This month alone, the Na¬ 
tionals beat the Milwau¬ 
kee Brewers in the NL wild¬ 
card game after trailing 
3-1 heading to the eighth, 
and eliminated the league- 
best Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers in Game 5 of the NL 
Division Series after trailing 
3-1 heading to the eighth 
again. 

Then came this lopsided 
dismissal of the NL Central 
champion Cardinals, who 
were outscored 20-6 in the 
series. 

'Of course, we could've 
played better,"said St. Lou¬ 
is first baseman Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt, who was 1 for 16 
with nine strikeouts in the 
NLCS, "but we didn't." 
Corbin, a left-handed 
pitcher signed with $140 


million of the money that 
became available last off¬ 
season when Bryce Harper 
left town to join the Phila¬ 
delphia Phillies, was not 
quite the equal of Wash¬ 
ington's other starters in the 
series 

Still, he did become the first 
pitcher to strike out 10 bat¬ 
ters in the first four innings 
of a postseason game and 
earned the win after allow¬ 
ing four runs in five innings. 
Then Martinez turned to his 
NL-worst bullpen, such a 
problem for so much of this 
season. 

After Rainey got three outs, 
and Doolittle got five, Hud¬ 
son came in for his fourth 
save in four chances this 
postseason. It wasn't easy, 
though: After replacing 
Doolittle with two outs in 
the eighth, Hudson hit his 
first batter and walked his 
second, bringing pinch-hit¬ 
ter Matt Carpenter to the 
plate as the go-ahead run 
with the bases loaded. 
Carpenter, a career .481 
batter with the bases full, 
grounded out to second 
baseman Brian Dozier, a 
defensive replacement 
who briefly lost the ball be¬ 
fore gathering it and throw¬ 
ing to first to end that in¬ 
ning. Hudson finished things 
with a perfect ninth, get¬ 
ting Tommy Ed man on a fly 


ball to centerfield to end it, 
and red fireworks went off 
around the stadium. 

Corbin got this evening 
started with a 1-2-3 top of 
the first, striking out a II three 
Cardinals with a high, 95 
mph fastball, a real con¬ 
trast to the off-speed stuff 
Stephen Strasbung used for 
his own dozen Ks a night 
earlier. 

In the bottom half, Wash¬ 
ington put up those seven 
runs, all charged to rookie 
Dakota Hudson, who last¬ 
ed a II of 15 pitches— doing 
to the Cardinals what they 
did in the previous round, 
when they scored 10 to 
open Game 5 of the NLDS 
against Atla nta. 

All the heartache of play¬ 
offs past seemed to dis¬ 
sipate during an evening 
that only briefly was tense 
for the home team and its 
supporters: In the fifth, a 
juggled Cardinals lineup fi¬ 
nally awoke, scoring three 
runs — one more than the 
team managed to pro¬ 
duce in Games 1-3 com¬ 
bined — to get within 7-4. 
With a man on second 
and the tying run in the on- 
deck circle, Corbin came 
through, striking out St. 
Louis' 3-4 hitters, Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt and Marcell Ozu- 
na, with sliders. 
Afterbecoming comeback 
specialists, the Nationals 
never trailed against the 
Cardinals. And dating to 
the final week of the regu- 
larseason, Washington has 
won 16 of its pa st 18 games 
'We proved — and this 
doesn't require advanced 
sabermetrics," Cardinals 
manager Mike Shildt said, 
"you have to get a lead to 
win a game." 

UP NEXT 

Cardinals: Their next game 
will come in spring training, 
an exhibition at home in J u- 
piter, Florida, on Feb. 22. 
Nationals: They will play 
Games land 2 of the World 
Series at the AL team's sta¬ 
dium, because both the 
Astros (107) and Yankees 
(103) won more games 
than Washington's93 in the 
regular season. Games 3, 4 
and, if necessary, 5 will be 
at Nationals Park. Wash¬ 
ington did not face either 
Houston or the Yankees in 
interieague play in 2019.Q 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Idita rod changes tack, will meet with animal welfare leader 



In this Marc h 3, 2018, file photo, Anc ho rage resident Terry fisc h- 
er, with his Alaskan Husky Litho, happens into the People Forthe 
Ethical Treatment of Animals, PETA protest prior to the ceremoni¬ 
al start of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Associated Press 


By RACHEL DO RO 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE Alaska (AP) 

— The new head of Ala ska's 
Iditarod plans to meet with 
a leaderof an animal wel¬ 
fare group that's devoted 
to ending the world's most 
famous sled dog race, 
which it sees as a cruel, 
deadly event for its canine 
participants. 

Organizers of the 1,000-mile 
wilderness trek have forde- 
cades ignored or taken a 
defensive stance against 
People forthe EthicalTreat- 
mentofAnimals,said Iditar¬ 
od CEO Rob Urbach, who 
took the helm of the orga¬ 
nization in J uly. 

The old response hasn't 
worked, Urbach said. He 
has started talking to PETA 
about dog care and will 
meet Thursday with the 
group's executive vice 
president Tracy Reiman in 
LosAngeles 

"I'm coming in with open 
ears and eyes, to have an 
objective conversation 


about animal welfare," 
Urbach said Tuesday. "If 
there's something we can 
leam from their organiza¬ 
tion, I'm willing to listen." 
Reiman plans to talk a bout 
the differences between 
'the needs and behavior 
of dogs and those of hu¬ 
mans," she said in an email 
to The Associated Press. 

She said it will be the third 


time she ha stalked with Ur¬ 
bach. The Thursday meet¬ 
ing will be the first in per¬ 
son, after Urbach asked to 
meet. 

Reiman noted thatasa for¬ 
mer CEO of USA Triathlon, 
Urbach knows endurance 
sports but not when ap¬ 
plied to dogs. 

'You can't extrapolate from 
human experiences in en¬ 


durance racing and apply 
the result to dogs who are 
driven past their limits," she 
said. 

The Thursday summit, as Ur¬ 
bach calls it, comes after a 
difficult time forthe Iditarod 
that was marked in recent 
years by escalating pres¬ 
sure from animal activists 
overmultiple dog deaths, a 
2017 dog-doping scandal 
and the loss of big-name 
sponsors. 

Urbach said the Iditarod 
and PE1A both care about 
animal welfare, and he 
hopes the two can find 
common ground through 
education about the race 
and treatment of the dogs 
However, he said PETA has 
long spread "grossly inac¬ 
curate and inflammatory" 
information about the Idi¬ 
tarod, saying it ruins dogs 
that don't die on the trail; 
dogs are kept outdoors in 
freezing temperatures; and 
ones that can't make the 
grade are killed. 

Plenty of dogs have run the 


race multiple times with no 
harm, Urbach said, not¬ 
ing that Iditarod dogs are 
outdoor animals that train 
daily and are at their prime 
in sub-zero weather. 

'There might have been 
some culling yearsago, but 
that's not part of the Iditar- 
od'sculture going forward," 
Urbach said. 

Reiman said human ath¬ 
letes aren't chained out¬ 
side in freezing weather 
and they get proper nu¬ 
trition and hydration. Her 
group has documented 
that Iditarod dogs are 'fed 
rotten slop"and frozen wa¬ 
ter, she said. 

"We're not opposed to a 
thousand-mile race, but 
the true test of endurance 
iswhen humansdo it under 
theirown power— assome 
have — and leavedogsout 
of it," she wrote. By PETA's 
count, more than 150 dogs 
have died in the race, in¬ 
cluding one this year. Five 
dogs connected with the 
2017 race also died.□ 
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Cole pHchesAsbospastYankees4^11br2-llead in ALCS 



Houston Astros starting pitc her Gemt Cole throws against the New York Yankees during the sec¬ 
ond inning in Game 3 of baseball's American League Championship Series Tuesday, Oct 15, 
2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE FITZPATRICK 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gerrit 
Cole is making his pitch to 
own this October. 

A gritty Cole held the New 
York Yankees scoreless 
without his sharpest stuff, 
Jose Altuve sparked Hous¬ 
ton at the plate and the 
Astros locked down a 4-1 
victory Tuesday to take a 

2- 1 lead in the ALChampi¬ 
onship Series. 

Altuve and Josh Reddick 
homered ea riy off Luis Sev- 
erino, who labored into the 
fifth while keeping the Yan¬ 
kees close. But they never 
broke through against 
Cole, who grinded through 
seven inningsto win his 19th 
straight decision despite 
walking five battersforthe 
second time in hiscareer. 
'Just boiled down to mak¬ 
ing some good pitches un¬ 
der pressure," he said. 

Cole escaped a bases- 
loaded jam in the first 
and stranded nine runners 
through five, improving to 

3- 0 with a 0.40 ERA in three 
playoff outings this year. 
Poised to become a prized 
free agentwho could com¬ 
mand more than $200 mil¬ 
lion, he's putting togethera 
dominant run that's begin¬ 
ning to rival some of base¬ 
ball's greatest postseason 
pitching performances. 

Ihe 29-year-old right-hand¬ 
er, unbeaten in 25 starts 
since late May, allowed 
four hits and struck out 
seven, lhat ended a streak 
of 11 consecutive games 
with double-digit strikeouts 
— the previous big league 
record was eight. Cole led 
the majors with 326 Ks this 
season. 

"I think he's the best pitch¬ 
er in baseball right now," 
Astros manager AJ Hinch 
said. 'Gerrit is locked in. 
And to see him do it on 
the big stage in a playoff 
game with the magnitude 
of this game, it was pretty 
awesome." 

Game 4 in the best-of-sev- 
en playoff is scheduled for 
Wednesday night — but 
that could change. Ihe 
gloomy weather forecast 
calls for a substantial rain¬ 
storm, potentially forcing a 
postponement that would 
likely a Iter pitching plansfor 
both teams. 

Gleyber Torres homered in 


the eighth off Houston re¬ 
liever Joe Smith, one bat¬ 
ter after replay umpires 
reversed a call and ruled 
Edwin Encamacion out 
at first base, lhat led to a 
little trash and a ball be¬ 
ing thrown onto the field 
before public address an¬ 
nouncer Paul Olden re¬ 
minded fa ns not to toss any 
objects out of the stands. 
Roberto Osuna got three 
quick outs in the ninth fora 
save. 

'Two more to go," Osuna 
said. "I'm excited." 

Ihe bushy-haired Cole 
grew up in California root¬ 
ing for the Yankees and 
was drafted by them 28th 
overall in 2008. He didn't 
sign, choosing instead to 
attend UCLA before the 
Pittsburgh Pirates selected 
him with the top pick in 
2011. 

Making his second career 
start at Yankee Stadium, 
he got away with several 
pitches in key situations. 
Other times, Cole flashed 
the filthy breaking balls and 
98-100 mph heat that have 
made him so unhittable in 
October — and unbeat¬ 
able since May. 

His winning streak is the 
longest by a pitcher in one 
year since Rube Marquard 
began 19-0 for the 1912 


New YorkGia nts 
"He's exceptional. And he 
gets better and better and 
better," Hinch said. 'Once 
he found his curveball, it 
was pretty lights out. I think 
he finished his outing as 
strong as ever." 

After rolling to a 7-0 vic¬ 
tory in the series opener, 
the Yankees — the highest- 
scoring team in the majors 
this season — have totaled 
three runson two homers in 
the last 20 innings. 

"It's obviously a little frus¬ 
trating we weren't able to 
break through with him," 
manager Aaron Boone 
said. "But I think up and 
down we gave ourselves 
a chance. And anytime 
you're facing a guy like 
that, you want that kind of 
traffic. And we had that in 
several innings. He made 
big pitches when he had 
to." 

With two on in the fifth and 
the Astros clinging to a 2-0 
lead, Didi Gregorius loft¬ 
ed a high fly that Reddick 
caught at the right field 
fence. 

'The emotions kind of fol¬ 
lowed the flyball, right?" 
Cole explained. "So it was 
kind of like low, to freaking 
out, to not so worried any¬ 
more." 

Ihe three-time All-Star fi¬ 


nally found his rhythm after 
that, retiring his last seven 
batterswith three strikeouts. 
He called his early fastball 
command "spotty," but his 
ability to pitch out of trou¬ 
ble prevented a lively sell¬ 
out crowd of 48,998 from 
really ever letting loose. 

"I mean, we just had to 
work it,"Cole said. 
Gregorius also grounded 
out with the bases loaded 
to end the first. 

"Most of the game was on 
me," he said. "I didn't come 
through, so I was the one 
that failed, not the whole 
team." 

Houston got a rally go¬ 
ing in the seventh against 
scuffling reliever Adam Ot- 
tavino. George Springer 
walked and went to third 
when Altuve executed a 
perfect run-and-hit single 
through the right side. 

After savvy baserunning 
by Springer to stay in a 
rundown long enough to 
get runners to second and 
third, Altuve scored on 
Sc k Britton's wild pitch. Yuli 
Gurriel made it 4-0 with a 
sacrifice fly. 

LETS G ET ITSTARTED 
The 5-foot-6 Altuve con¬ 
nected on Severino's third 
pitch for his fourth homerof 
these playoffs, extending 
hispostseason hitting streak 


to 12 games dating to last 
year. 

"I think everybody knows 
I like swinging the bat," he 
said. "I don't like wasting 
too much time on home 
plate." 

FASTCOMPANY 

Cole has 32 strikeouts in the 
playoffs while allowing just 
one run. He joined Astros 
teammate Justin Verland- 
er (2013 with Detroit) and 
Kevin Brown (1998 for San 
Diego) as the only pitchers 
to whiff at least 30 and per¬ 
mit no more than one run in 
a three-game postseason 
span, according to STATS 
TRAINERS ROOM 
YankeesLFGiancario Stan¬ 
ton sat out for the second 
consecutive game be¬ 
cause of a strained right 
quadriceps. He was re¬ 
placed in the lineup by CF 
Aaron Hicks, who batted 
ninth in his first start since 
Aug. 3 due to a strained 
flexor near his right elbow. 
Brett Gardner shifted from 
center to left. Hicks went 0 
for2 with two walks. 
OUTATHOME 
Plate umpire J eff Nelson ex¬ 
ited with a concussion after 
taking two foul balls off his 
mask, causing a 16-minute 
delay before the fifth inning. 
Kerwin Danley, who was at 
second base, went inside 
and changed into gear to 
work the plate. Mark Carl¬ 
son switched from third to 
second and Marvin Hudson 
from left field to third. Sev- 
erino was given additional 
time to warm up again, 
and the game proceeded 
with a five-man crew and 
no left field ump. 

UP NEXT 

Both teams were planning 
bullpen games Wednes¬ 
day night, but a rainout 
would allow them to bring 
back the Game 1 starters 
on full rest in Game 4 if it 
gets pushed to Thursday. 
Yankees right-hander Ma- 
sahiro Tanaka beat Zbck 
Greinke in the opener last 
Saturday at Houston, im¬ 
proving to 5-2 with a 1.32 
ERA in seven career post¬ 
season outings. Tanaka has 
permitted only one run and 
four hits over 11 innings in 
winning both his playoff 
games this year, while Gre¬ 
inke is 0-2 with an 8.38 ERA 
in two sta rts.Q 
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Goodell: pass interference reviews are working as expected 



NH-CommissionerRogerGoodell arrives at a news conference aflerthe NFL Fall league meeting, 
Wednesday, Oct 16, 2019 in FortLaudeidale, Ha. 

Associated Hess 


By STEVEN VUINE 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Ha. (AP) 

— NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell says the new vid¬ 
eo review rule for pass in¬ 
terference is working as ex¬ 
pected, with only obvious 
mistakes by officials being 
corrected. 

Through Week6,the league 
has had 44 reviews related 
to pass interference, and 
the on-field ruling was re¬ 
versed seven times 
"I think coaches under¬ 
stood replay was not go¬ 
ing to correct every pass 
interference close call," 
Goodell said Wednesday 
atthe close of the two-day 
owners' meetings. "It's not 
possible to make it perfect, 
and we're not re-officiating 
these plays. The thought 
process wasto correct the 
obvious and clear error. I 
think it's settling out where 
we expected." 

The new rule approved as 
a one-year experiment al¬ 
lows pass interference calls 
or non-calls to be chal¬ 
lenged by coaches and 
reviewed via replay. But 
complaints by coaches, 
players and fans about 
pass interference persist, 
with some arguing more 
calls should be reversed. 
When the rule was ad¬ 
opted last spring, Goodell 


said, coaches understood 
that close calls would n't be 
changed. The reversal rate 
so far is 16 percent. 
'Whenever there's a rule 
change, there's a period 
of adapting, and coach¬ 
es are testing to see what 
typesof changesare going 
to be made,"Goodell said. 
Rich McKay, Atlanta FaI- 
conspresidentand a mem¬ 
ber of the NFL competition 
committee, said it's too 
early to judge whether in¬ 


terference reviews are be¬ 
ing handled properly. But 
he agreed with Goodell 
thatthe goal wasto reverse 
only egregious mistakes. 

"It's got to be an obvious 
error," McKay said. "It's a 
brand new rule, one our 
coaches, players, fa ns and 
officials a re getting accus¬ 
tomed to." 

Officiating has been a hot 
topic this season, with con¬ 
troversy about pass inter¬ 
ference, the rate of holding 


penaltiesand, most recent¬ 
ly, a critical call in Mon¬ 
day's Lions-Packers game 
that the league admitted 
waswrong. 

The erroneous hands- 
to-the-face flag tainted 
Green Bay's 23-22 win. But 
Goodell said such contro¬ 
versy is part of any sport. 
'You never want to see a 
game where people are 
talking about officials af¬ 
terward," Goodell said. "It 
was a great game played 


by two great teams sur¬ 
prising people about the 
way they're playing. And 
it's tough. We have to con¬ 
tinue to do everything to 
improve. 

"But that's sports You see it 
in every sport." 

On other topics, the com¬ 
missioner said: 

— Labor discussions on a 
new collective bargaining 
agreement have touched 
on the possible expansion 
to a 17-game season. The 
Super Bowl would be one 
week later, and the season 
would still start the week 
after Labor Day. Largerros- 
ters might accompany a 
longerseason. 

Goodell said the CBA talks 
have been productive, 
but he declined to pre¬ 
dict when a deal might be 
reached. 

— Despite the Miami Dol¬ 
phins' historically bad start 
during a rebuilding effort, 
Goodell said he's not con¬ 
cerned about teams sac¬ 
rificing a season fora high 
draft pick and diminishing 
the NFL'scompetitiveness. 
'The good news for us is we 
don't see that," he said. "I 
don't think the league has 
ever been more competi¬ 
tive. You can see that in 
teams going from last to 
first in dramatic fashion. 


NRj Reseason game concussion rate increased by 44% 



Dr. Allen Sills, right; the NHJschief medical officer, speaksasjeff 
Miller, the league's executive vice president of health and safe¬ 
ty initiatives, looks on during a news conference atthe NR. Rail 
League Meeting, Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019 in Fort Lauderdale, Ha. 

Associated Press 


By STEVEN VUINE 
AP Sports VUHter 
PORT LAUDERDALE, Ha. (AP) 

— The NFL says the number 
of concussions in exhibition 
games this year rose to 49 
from 34in 2018, an increase 
of 44%and a setback in ef¬ 
forts to reduce brain trau¬ 
ma. 

'We have more work to 
do," said Dr. Allen Sills, the 
league's chief medical of¬ 
ficer, at the owners' meet- 
ingsTuesday. 

Concussions in preseason 
practices fell to 30 from 45 
in 2018, perhaps a reflec¬ 
tion of the NFL's decision 
this year to eliminate drills 
that involve especially vio¬ 
lent one-on-one contact. 
The total of 79 preseason 
concussions in practice 
and games was the same 
a yearago. 

ACL injuries during the 


preseason declined to 16 
from 28 in 2018. But the 
concussion rate in exhibi¬ 
tion gameswasthe highest 
since 2015. 

"Progress in helmet safety is 
not a Iwa ys linea r," Sills sa id. 


More study regarding 
preseason concussions is 
planned to assess who is 
being injured and how. 
It is disproportionately 
rookie and first-year play¬ 
ers, which underscores 


the need to teach proper 
techniques and rules to 
players new to the league, 
Sills said. "A lot of the players 
who have been injured in 
games don't end up mak¬ 
ing the roster,"he said. 
Players are adopting at an 
unprecedented rate hel- 
metsdeemed the safest by 
the league and players as¬ 
soc iation. All but 13 players, 
or 99% were using the hel¬ 
mets in Week 5 of this sea¬ 
son, compared with 41% 
two years ago, the league 
said. 

Helmet safety is deter¬ 
mined in laboratory studies. 
Owners also discussed the 
new rule approved as a 
one-year experiment that 
allows pass interference 
calls or non-calls to be 
challenged by coaches 
and reviewed via replay. 
The rule hasn't quelled de¬ 


bate a bout such calls. 

Rich McKay, Atlanta FaI- 
conspresidentand a mem¬ 
ber of the NFL competition 
committee, said it's too 
soon to say whether the 
rule is a success. 

"I don't think we would give 
a summation on whethera 
rule that has been in place 
for six weeks is working or 
not," McKay said. "Let's let 
the season play out." 
Through Week6,the league 
has had 44 reviews related 
to pass interference, and 
the on-field ruling was re¬ 
versed seven times. 

McKay noted that pass in¬ 
terference is subjective, 
which makes reviews of 
such potential penaltiesdif- 
ficult. 

'We knew that would lead 
the disagreement," McKay 
said. 'That didn't mean we 
shouldn't do it.'O 
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Canada beats U.& 2-0, ends 34-year, 17-game winless sbeak 



U.S. midfielder Michael Bradley (4) tackles Canada midfielder Alphonso Davies (12) during the 
first half of a CONCACAF Nations league soccer match Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, inlbionto. 

Associated Press 


By IAN HARRISON 
Associated ness 
TORONTO (AP) — The U.S. 

keeps coming up with un¬ 
derwhelming performanc¬ 
es in its first year under 
Gregg Berhalter, whose 
tenure asAmerican coach 
is starting to draw criticism. 
Canada beat the United 
States for the first time in 
34 years, getting second- 
half goals from Alphonso 
Davies and Lucas Cava Mini 
in a 2-0 victory over the list¬ 
less Americans on Tuesday 
night in the CONCACAF 
Nations League. 

A little over two years af¬ 
ter the America ns failed to 
qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup by losing at Trinidad 
and Tobago, they saw their 
17-match unbeaten streak 
against their northern 
neighbor come to an end. 
They had not even allowed 
a goal to the Canadians in 
four previous matches dat¬ 
ing to 2007. 

'The first thing that stands 
out to me is desire, the de¬ 
sire of Canada," Berhalter 
said. 'Give them credit, but 
having said that, the mini¬ 
mum we expectisto match 
that. We need to compete 
on every single play in 
games like that, and that's 
important. I don't think it 
was lack of effort, I don't 
think it was purposeful, but 
I wasn't happy with the de¬ 
sire that we displayed. 

The U.S. already had lost to 
Mexico in the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup final in July, the 
first competitive tourna¬ 


ment after Berhalter was 
hired last December and 
tasked with rebuilding the 
program. Just 11 months 
remain before the start 
of qualifying for the 2022 
World Cup. 

Canada went ahead in 
the 63rd minute after Scott 
Arfield dispossessed Mi¬ 
chael Bradley on the edge 
of the center circle. After 
several passes, U.S. cap¬ 
tain Tim Ream made a 
poor clearance. The ball 
was played back toward 
the American goal, and 
Arfield's low cross went 
across the goalmouth. Da¬ 
vies got behind DeAndre 
Yedlin and Aaron Long, re¬ 
directing the ball in. 

'What stands out to me is 
just the sloppiness with the 
ball," Berhalter said. 'Too 
many mis-controlied touch¬ 
es, too many missed passes, 
too many easy things that 
we normally make that we 
weren't making tonight." 
Jonathan Osorio lifted the 
ball behind the American 
defense in the first minute 
of stoppage time. Ca vaMini 
allowed the ball to bounce 
twice and beat Steffen to 
the near post with a right¬ 
footed shot from 12 yards. 
'We didn't have the same 
energy that they did," star 
American midfielder Chris¬ 
tian Pulisic said. 'That'svery 
disappointing. That's the 
one thing that we can con¬ 
trol and we weren't able to 
to nig ht." 

Pulisic had a point-blank 
shot saved by goalkeeper 


Milan Borjan in the 51st min¬ 
ute. 

"I should have scored 
no problem," Pulisic said. 
'That's on me. Just wasn't 
my day, I guess." 

Pulisic was replaced by 
Paul Arriola in the 60th min¬ 
ute. Berhalter said Pulisic 
has been suffering from flu¬ 
like symptoms and a "light 
fever." 

"He wanted to continue," 
Berhalter said. 'You could 
see the disappointment in 
his face." 

The 21st-ranked U.S., com¬ 
ing off last week's opening 
7-0 home rout of Cuba, 
had nine wins and eight 
draws against Canada 


since a 2-0 exhibition de¬ 
feat at Vancouver, British 
Columbia, in April 1985. 
Canada, ranked 75th, is try¬ 
ing to climb past No. 72 El 
Salvador and into the top 
six in the region in FIFA ra nk- 
ings.TheJ une 2020rankings 
will be used to determine 
the nations in the hexago¬ 
nal will produce the three 
direct qualifiers from the 
North and Central Ameri¬ 
can and Caribbean region 
forthe 2022 World Cup 
Davies,an 18-year-old bud¬ 
ding star, said he felt "mil¬ 
lions of emotions running 
through me on that goal." 
'They treated it like it was 
a cup final," Bradley said. 


'They stepped up harder, 
they reacted quickerto ev¬ 
ery loose baII. In aII the little 
ways in a game like that, 
they were on top of things 
We're disappointed with 
ourselves that we couldn't 
do more in terms of bet¬ 
ter reactions, stepping up 
harder, coming away with 
little plays in different parts 
of the field that make a 
biggerdifference." 

The U.S. and Canada meet 
again Nov. 15 at Orlando, 
Florida, and the U.S. fac¬ 
es Cuba four days later 
George Town, Cayman Is¬ 
lands 

'We've got to respond in a 
strong way," Bradley said.□ 



Continued from Rage 17 

He left to manage Tampa 
Bay in 2006 for nine mostly 
successful seasons, fol¬ 
lowed by a big-money 
move to Chicago to make 
history. 

The three-time Managerof 
the Year left the Cubs by 
mutual consent last month 
after they missed the play¬ 
offs for the first time in his 
five-year tenure. He'll still 
likely never have to buy a 
drink in Chicago again be¬ 
cause of 2016, when he led 
the Cubs to their first World 
Series title in 108 years. 
Maddon replaces Brad 
Ausmus, who was fired af¬ 
ter one season when the 
Angels finished 72-90, their 
worst record since 1999. 
Ausmus was abruptly dis¬ 


missed shortly after Mad¬ 
don became available, 
and most observers as¬ 
sumed Angels owner Arte 
Moreno had his eye on a 
reunion with Maddon, who 
was the Angels' bench 
coach when Moreno 
bought the club in 2003. 

The Angelsalso interviewed 
veteran managers John 
Farrell and Buck Showalter 
and Padres hitting coach 
Johnny Washington for 
the job, but Maddon was 
the choice. Maddon was 
expected to be a valued 
candidate forothermana¬ 
gerial openingsaround the 
majors, but he was clearly 
eagerfora reunion. 
Maddon kept a home in 
Long Beach during his 14 
seasons away from Ana¬ 


heim, and he hasfond feel¬ 
ings for the organization 
that gave him his start. 

That organization is expe¬ 
riencing hard times: The 
Angels have endured four 
straight losing seasons 
for the first time since the 
1970s, and they still haven't 
won a playoff game with 
Mike Trout and Albert Pujols 
on their roster, making just 
one three-game postsea¬ 
son appearance afterwin¬ 
ning the AL West in 2014. 
The Angels also were 
rocked this month by rev¬ 
elations a bout the role of a 
team employee in procur¬ 
ing opioids for pitcher Ty¬ 
ler Skaggs, who was found 
dead in his hotel room J uly 
1 . 

The problems didn't de¬ 


ter Maddon from reuniting 
with the Angels, where he 
inheritsa roster with Trout as 
its centerpiece. The prob¬ 
able three-time AL MVP is 
signed to a 12-year, $426.5 
million contract that should 
keep him in Anaheim for 
the bulk of hiscareer. 
Maddon's managerial ca¬ 


reer away from Anaheim 
began with two losing sea¬ 
sons in Tampa Bay, but has 
been impressive eversince. 
The Rays made a 31-game 
improvement and won the 
AL pennant in 2008, lead¬ 
ing to the first of Maddon's 
three Managerof the Year 
award&□ 
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Google touts privacy options* but still depends on yourdata 



In this Tuesday, Sept 24> 2019, photo New Pixel 4 phones are displayed at Google in Mountain 
View, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By RACHELLERMAN 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google's latest phone and 
smart-home devices came 
packaged with a not-so- 
subtle message: Google 
canes about your privacy. 
Does it? 

fhe tech company has 
had a complicated rela¬ 
tionship with user informa¬ 
tion in the past. Google's 
la test ste p s offe r c o nsume rs 
some additional protec¬ 
tions, although it's unclear 
how much more secure us¬ 
ers will feel. 

Google unveiled a new 
Pixel smartphone and oth¬ 
er hardware devices on 
Tuesday, all aimed at get¬ 
ting people more hooked 
on services powered by 
the company's Google As¬ 
sistant and other artificial- 
intelligence technology. 

But privacy has emerged 
as a bigger issue with 
these products thanks to 
the growing popularity 
of always-listening "smart 
speakers" and similar de¬ 
vices. Google, Microsoft, 
Amazon and Apple have 
all recently acknowledged 
employing human con¬ 
tractors to listen to and 
transcribe some voice re¬ 
cordings captured by Al 
software. 

Most such Al work, from in¬ 


terpreting voice requests 
to answering questions to 
turning on your lights, takes 
place in the cloud, not on 
your device. Users have 
very little control of what 
happens to their data in 
the cloud. 

On Tuesday, though, 
Google emphasized that 
much of what you do on 
its new phones will stay 
there. Its new facial recog¬ 
nition unlock feature won't 
transmit details to Google 
servers for processing, for 


instance, and its Assistant 
c a n a Iso ha nd le ma ny q ue- 
riesdirectlyonthe phone. A 
new recording transcription 
feature and radartechnol- 
ogy that recognizes ges¬ 
tures are also done on the 
device. 

'You need to know what 
yourdata is safe," Rick Os- 
teifoh, Google senior vice 
president of hardware, 
said atthe company's New 
York launch event Tuesday. 
"When computing is al¬ 
ways available, designing 


for computing and privacy 
becomes more important 
than ever." 

Apple and Amazon have 
also emphasized their pri¬ 
vacy commitments at re¬ 
cent product launches, 
fhe goal is to give people 
more choice over privacy 
settings, Osterloh said. Nest 
speakersand camerasnow 
come with physical switch¬ 
es to turn off cameras and 
mics, forexample. 

Still, Google relies heavily 
on customer information to 


build user-specific profiles it 
usesto target digital adver¬ 
tising, which produces the 
va st ma jo rity of its inc o me. 
The Assistant, akin in basic 
function to Apple's Sri and 
Amazon's Alexa , is emerg¬ 
ing as Google's latest digi¬ 
tal data collector. It can 
learn more about you from 
your queries and can di¬ 
rect you to other Google 
services such as maps and 
search, which also feed 
into Google's multi-billion 
do liar advertising business 
'Their end game is trying to 
collect a II this data and tar¬ 
get you with advertising," 
said Victoria Petrock, prin¬ 
ciple analyst at eMarketer. 
'The voice is a whole new 
way to capture people's 
behaviors" 

The more helpful the As¬ 
sistant becomes, the more 
likely people are to use it. 
On the hardware front, 
Google's new Pixel 4 fea¬ 
tures a fancier camera 
that will recognize people 
who've appeared previ¬ 
ously in yourphotosin order 
to automatically focus on 
them in new shots. 

The new phone also comes 
with motion-sensing tech¬ 
nology that allows people 
to skip songs or switch 
apps by gesturing nearthe 
phoneO 


German 5G rules avoid Huawei 
ban; U.& warns on Intel sharing 



In this Marc h 6, 2019, photo, a 5G logo is displayed on a sc reen 
outside the showroom at Huawei campus in Shenzhen city, Chi¬ 
na's Guangdong province. 

Associated ness 


LONDON (AP) — Germa¬ 
ny released draft security 
guidelines on Tuesday for 
next generation wireless 
networks that stopped 
short of banning Huawei, 
as the U.S. warned again 
it would reconsider intel¬ 
ligence sharing with allies 
that use the Chinese com¬ 


pany's equipment. 

The Federal NetworkAgen- 
cy catalog of conditions 
for suppliers of new 5G 
networks include requir¬ 
ing certification of critical 
components and ensuring 
trustworthinessof ma nufac- 
turers, without singling out 
Huawei forexclusion. 


Huawei said it welcomed 
the German government's 
move to "create a level 
playing field" for 5G sup¬ 
pliers, in which "all vendors 
are equally and fairly wel¬ 
come to participate in the 
construction of 5G net¬ 
works if they fulfill the secu¬ 
rity requirements" The U.S. 
has been lobbying allies 
in Europe to shun Huawei, 
the world's biggest maker 
of networking equipment, 
over worries its equipment 
might aid Chinese elec¬ 
tronic spying, claims the 
company has repeatedly 
denied. The Trump admin¬ 
istration cut off its access 
to U.S. technology in May, 
part of a broader geopo¬ 
litical feud between Wash¬ 
ington and Beijing over 


technology and trade. 

The top U.S. cybersecu¬ 
rity diplomat, Rob Strayer, 
said that along with testing 
equipment and software 
for vulnerabilities, govern¬ 
ments should also take into 
account the background 
ofthe manufacturerishome 
country, including whether 
it has independent courts 
and the rule of law. 

U.S. officials worry that 
companies in China are 
required to cooperate with 
intelligence requests under 
a national intelligence law. 
"If there's technology that's 
untrusted deployed in their 
networks, then we have 
to reassess how we share 
information with countries 
like Germany," Strayer told 
in a telephone media brief¬ 


ing, though he added he 
hadn't yet reviewed the 
German rules, which are 
open for consultation and 
could become law by the 
end ofthe year. 

Strayeralso praised a Euro¬ 
pean Union assessment of 
5G security risks last week 
thatwamed abouta range 
of cyber threats includ¬ 
ing from hostile countries 
and "state-backed actors," 
even though it avoided sin¬ 
gling outChina orHuawei. 
New 5G networks promise 
superfastdownload speeds 
and reduced signal delay 
that can power a wave of 
innovations such asfactory 
robots and remote surgery, 
but their increased reliance 
on software raises the risks 
of cyberattacks.O 
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Featured 



For any information 
on one of our 

Featured Homes 
for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 




Jardines Del Mar# 12 

2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 
w pool view in gated 
community 



Rooi Santo # 25m 

4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 


$650,000.00 

* % 

^ J 

F* /I 
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Tamarijn $ 59 

4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 



Oceania #213 

2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Caya Ritmo # 35 

4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Oceania Residence #513 

2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
Penthouse condo w/jacuzzi 
& private rooftop patio 


Fed survey finds U.S, economy being hurt by trade battles 



In this J uly 31, 2019, file photo workers clean the outside facade of State Farm Stadium in Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. On Wednesday, Oct 16, the Federal Reserve releases its latest ‘Beige Book' survey of 
economic conditions. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. economy expanded 
at a modest pace in Sep¬ 
tember and into October, 
despite rising trade tensions 
and weaker global growth 
that hampered manufac¬ 
turing, and adverse weath¬ 
er hitting farmers. 

In its latest assessment of 
business conditions around 
the country, the Federal 
Reserve reported Wednes¬ 
day that "persistent trade 
tensions and slower global 
growth" were weighing on 
the economy. 

The survey, known as the 
beige book, will be used 
by Fed officials when they 
meet Oct. 29-30 to decide 
whetherto cut interest rates 
fora third time this year. 
Financial markets are ex¬ 
pecting another rate cut 
as the central bank seeks 
to protect the economic 
expansion from the fall¬ 
out from a trade war be¬ 
tween the world's two big¬ 
gest economies, the United 
States and China. 

The beige bookfindingswill 
likely be cited by Fed offi¬ 
cials who believe the cen¬ 
tral bank should cut rates 
again because of rising risks 
that the nation's longest re¬ 
covery, now in its 11th year, 
could be derailed. 

Gus Faucher, chief econo¬ 
mist at PNC Financial Ser- 
vicesGroup, said based on 
the beige book's emphasis 
on areas of weakness he 
expected the Fed will cut 
ratesagain atthe October 
meeting. 

"By cutting rates now, the 


Fed hopes to avoid the 
need for deeper rate cuts 
in the future," he said. 

The report, compiled from 
information gathered by 
the Fed's 12 regional banks, 
said that the banks' busi¬ 
ness contacts still expected 
the economic expansion 
to continue but many had 
lowered their outlooks for 
growth over the next six to 
12 months. 

The report also found con¬ 
ditions varied by regions 
States in the southern and 
western part of the coun¬ 
try generally were more 
upbeat than regions rep¬ 
resenting the Midwest and 
Great Plains 

That disparity likely was 
influenced by the tough 
times faced by many 
farmers. They have been 
caught between President 
Donald Trump's higher tar¬ 
iffs on billions of dollars in 
Chinese imports and re¬ 
taliatory tariffs imposed 
by China, which has also 
canceled purchases of U.S. 
farmsgoods, including soy¬ 
beans, in an effort to hurt a 
key Trump constituency. 
"Agricultural conditions de¬ 
teriorated further due to 
the ongoing impactsof ad¬ 
verse weather, weak com¬ 
modity prices and trade 
disruptions," the Fed report 
said. 

The report found that the 
initial impactfrom the Gen¬ 
eral Motors auto strike had 
been limited, with auto 
sales described as "robust" 
during the survey period. 
The beige book said that 


businesses across all re¬ 
gions were having to deal 
with persistent worker 
shortages and tight labor 
market conditions across 
various skill levels and oc¬ 
cupations This has been 
an issue as unemployment 
has continued to fall and 
in September dipped to a 
half-century low of 3.5% 

A numberof districts report¬ 
ed that manufacturers had 
reduced employment be¬ 
cause of softness in new or¬ 
ders. However, some firms 
were concerned about the 
longer-term availability of 
workers and opted to trim 
hours rather than lay off 
employees. 


Even with the tight labor 
markets, wages were de¬ 
scribed as rising only mod¬ 
erately but some upward 
pressure was noted for 
lower-skilled workers in the 
retail and hospitality indus¬ 
tries and for higher-skilled 
professional and technical 
workers. 

A number of smaller com¬ 
panies reported difficulty 
matching pay offers from 
larger firms and many em¬ 
ployers were continuing to 
use non-wage incentives 
such as increased bonuses 
and benefitsto attractand 
retain workers. 

Price increases were de¬ 
scribed as modest but both 


retailers and manufacturers 
noted rising input costs, of¬ 
ten foritemsthat had been 
hit with new tariffs in the 
trade war. The report said 
that retailers were finding 
more success in passing on 
the price increases to their 
customers than U.S. manu- 
facturerswere finding. 
Trump announced last Fri¬ 
day a temporary truce in 
the U.S.-China trade battle, 
saying he had agreed to 
suspend a tariff hike sched¬ 
uled to go into effect this 
week on $250 billion of Chi¬ 
nese imports. He said that 
the Chinese had agreed to 
buy $40 billion to $50 billion 
in U.S. farm products^ 
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6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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BEEN IN IT 


Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 10/17 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Do Fools Fall 
in Love?” 

4 Furry swimmer 
9 Grouchy person 
13_for; cheer on 

15 Actor Christopher 

16 Stockings 

17 Meditative 
exercise 

18 Powerful winds 

19 Actress Sommer 

20 Sky 

22 Lay to bury 

23 Weapons 

24 Sunbeam 
26 Sign of affection 
29 Runt of the litter 

34 Upper class 

35 Go bad 

36 Compete 

37 Needs a doctor 

38 Clothing protector 

39 Dustcloths 

40 Behold 

41 One more time 

42 _ care; was 
indifferent 

43 Lasting 

45 Break in the 
school day 

46 Encountered 

47 Too hasty 

48 Small store 
51 Colleague 

56 Skirt style 

57 Josh with 

58 Decays 

60 _ the moon; 
elated 

61 Ram’ to go 

62 Ship level 

63 Man’s nickname 

64 Frock 

65 Timid 

DOWN 

1 Like a droll sense 
of humor 

2 Place for a 
horseshoe 

3 Boo-Boo Bear’s 

pal 35 C-_; network for 47 Mother’s Day gift, 55 Engrave 

4 Keyboard political events perhaps 59 _ blue; pastel 

instruments 38 Stirred up 48 Air pollution color 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


5 Lions & Tigers & 
Bears 

6 Prefix for vision 
or cast 

7 Like 2,4 and 6 

8 Hold back 

9 Model Tegs 

10 Acting part 

11 Inquires 

12 Borscht 
ingredient 

14 Goals aimed for 
in darts 

21 Think deeply 

25 _ along; from 
the start 

26 Stop 

27 Planetary visitor 

28 Vexed 

29 Bit of parsley 

30 Night light 

31 Steer clear of 

32 Virgo, Pisces, 
Aries, etc. 

33 Quizzes 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 10/17/19 

All Rights Reserved. 

39 Nixon or Burton 49 a seat!”; 

41 “People _ words of welcome 

Funny” of old TV 50 Plow pullers 

42_Arnaz 52 Burn 

44 Diamond official 53 Wise man 

45 Foyt & Unser 54 Foot digits 
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at oil spill plan 
requirements 


JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — 

Thirty years after the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, the state of 
Alaska is looking atwhether 
to change its requirements 
for oil spill prevention and 
response plans. 

Some say Gov. Mike Dun- 
leavy's administration has 
failed to adequately ex¬ 
plain the need for any 
changes and fear the pno- 
cesscould lead to a water¬ 
ing down of environmental 
regulations 

State Environmental Con¬ 
servation Commissioner 
Jason Brune said there's no 
intent to do away with the 
plans. He said the depart¬ 
ment wants to make sure 
the rules a re not outdated. 
Brune said he has heard 
from many Alaskans that 
contingency plans "are un¬ 
necessarily burdensome 


while lacking correspond¬ 
ing environmental ben¬ 
efits." 

He did not specify the 
source of the complaints 
but said there have been 
comments from industry 
and individuals outside 
of industry that the docu¬ 
ments have gotten too big 
and 'things just continue 
to get added and added 
and added." 

He also said he has heard 
from those who think the 
rules don't go far enough. 
Ihe department is taking 
public comment as it con¬ 
siders whether to propose 
changes. 

Oil tankers, drill rigs and 
oil pipelines are among 
those required to have spill 
prevention and response 
plans, according to the de- 
p a rtme nt's we b site .□ 
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Renaissance Aruba 

week 5 Unit 3 5 29 - $ G .000 
work 7 Unit 3316 - $0,000 
Week 17 Unit 320 - $3000 
Week 20 Unit 2329 - $2,fi50 
Week 23 Unit 2326 - $2,300 
Week 24 Unit 2505 - $ 3,750 
Week 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unil 2147 ^ $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $£,000 
Week 34 Unit 2535 - $£,000 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 34 Unh 2121 - $3,500 
Week 34 Unil 2326 - $2,000 
Week 35 Unh 2326 - $2,000 
Wmk 35 Unit 21 20 - $3,500 
Week 36 Unil 231 5 - $2,250 
Week n Unh 2143 -$3,500 
Week 39 Unil 2314 - $3,500 
Week 41 Unit 2132 - $3,£75 
W«k 42 UnH 2132 - $3,£7S 
Week 42 Unil 2136 - $4,000 
Week 45 Unh 2305 - $5,500 
Week 45 Unil 2551 - $5,500 
Week 50 Unit 2510 - $4,500 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unil 419D - $ 1,990 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unil 419D - $ \ ,990 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 

Week 33 Unit 1 3£A - $2,250 

Week 34 Unit 1 3SA - $2,250 

W«k 36 Unit 1 24B - $4,000 

Week 45 Unit 424A B - $16,400 

Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 

Marriott Surf Club 
W«k 44 Unit £909 - $1 5 r 000 

Divi Dutch Village 
Week 43 Unil 7206 - $2,000 


CALI US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 


Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Ocean View $7000 

1 BR Ocean Front $7500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 
Renaissace Suites 

1 BR WK 32 and 35 $2750 each 
3rd floor pool/ ocean view 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2 BR Garden View $5000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $12,500 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 BR Town House WK # 40 /41 

Pool / Ocean View on eagle 

beach 

$6000 each 

Divi Links Golf $5000 

1 BR wk 40 biulding 10 

2sd floor 33 weeks remain 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR and studio WK # 41 
Ground floor Sunday check in 
1 BR and Studio WK # 41 
Ground floor 

Friday check in 1 BR $4000 , 
Studio $3000 

1 br wk #43 Sunday check in 
2sd floor pool/ocean view $3500 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 41/42 $5500 each 
5th floor pool/ocean view 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR wk # 42 Groundfloor 
Pool/Ocean View for $12,850 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

$9000 

2 BR wk 43 ocean view 2sd floor 

La Oiunta 

wk 44 ground floor pool 
Odd year $ 3500 
House , Condo , Land and 
investment 
And Time Share 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
For Rent $700 

Studio 26 October 2 November 

2019 

For Sale 

Studio Wk 43 $5000 
4th floor 29 weeks remain 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 

SIMP 

Violence Against Womon 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Trupial Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



October 19 

Zaandam 

October 20 

Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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NASA moves up 1st all-female spacewalk to fix powerunit 



In this image released Friday, Oct 4,2019, by NASA, astronauts Christina Koch, right and, Jessica 
Meir pose fora photo on the International Space Station. NASA has moved up the fiistall-female 
spacewalk to Thursday, Oct 17,2019, or Friday because of a powersystem failure atthe Interna¬ 
tional Space Station. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. 
(AP) — NASA is moving up 
the first all-female space- 
walk to this week because 
of a power system failure 
at the International Space 
Station. 

Astronauts Christina Koch 
and Jessica Meir will now 
venture out Thursday or 
Friday, instead of next 
Monday, to deal with the 
problem. It will be the first 
spacewalk by only women 
in more than a half-century 
of spacewalking. 

A critical battery charger 
failed over the weekend, 
prompting the change, 
NASAofficialssaid Monday. 
The women will replace the 
broken component, rather 
than install new batteries, 
which wastheiroriginaljob. 
Last week, astronauts con¬ 
ducted the first two of five 
spacewalks to replace old 
batteries that make up the 
station's solar power net¬ 
work. The remaining space- 
walks — originally sched¬ 
uled for this week and next 
— have been delayed for 
at least anotherfew weeks 
so engineers can deter¬ 
mine why the battery char¬ 
ger failed. It's the second 
such failure this year. 

The devices regulate the 


amount of charge going 
to and from each battery. 
One didn't kick in Friday 
night, preventing one of 
the three newly installed 
lithium-ion batteries from 
working. The balky char¬ 
ger is 19 years old; the one 
that failed in the spring was 
almost as old. Only three 
sparesremain available. 


"It'sabsolutely a concern at 
this point when you don't 
know what's going on," 
said Kenny Todd, a space 
station manager. "We're still 
scratching our heads look¬ 
ing atthe data. Hopefully, 
we can clearthat up in rel¬ 
atively short order." 

Despite the slight loss of 
power, the orbiting lab and 


its six occupants are safe, 
according to NASA, and 
science operations are un¬ 
affected. The current situ¬ 
ation is "manageable, but 
again not something that 
we would want to live with 
in the long term,"Todd told 
reporters. 

NASA originally planned an 
all-female spacewalk last 


spring, but had to cancel 
it because of a shortage of 
readily available medium- 
size suits. Koch helped as¬ 
semble an extra medium 
suitoverthe summer. 

"Very good that we have 
4 expert spacewalkers 
on board to shoulder this 
tough task. They are the A- 
team!" tweeted astronaut 
Anne McClain, who would 
have gone spacewalking 
with Koch in March if notfor 
the suit-sizing issue. 

While all four — two men 
and two women — are 
equally trained for the re¬ 
pair job, Koch and Meirare 
the right choices given the 
future spacewaIking work¬ 
load, officiaIs noted. 

Since the first spacewalk in 
1965, there have been 227 
spacewalkers, only 14 of 
them women. Meir will be 
making her first spacewalk 
and become No. 15. All but 
one of these women has 
been American. 

Ihe upcoming spacewalk 
will be "absolutely ... an ex¬ 
citing event," said Megan 
McArthur, deputy chief of 
NASA's astronaut corps 
'The fact that it will be two 
women just is a reflection 
of the fact that we have so 
many capable, qualified 
women in the office.'□ 



This Wednesday, Aug. 24,2011NOAA satellite image shows Hur¬ 
ricane Irene, a category 2 storm with winds up to 100 mph and 
located about 400 miles southeast of Nassau. 

Associated Hess 
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Sc ientists disc over big storms 
can create 'stovmquakes 1 


BY SETH BO REN STEIN 
AP Science Whiter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sci¬ 
entists have discovered a 
mash-up of two feared di¬ 
sasters — hurricanes and 
earthquakes — and they're 
calling them "stormquakes." 
The shaking of the sea 
floorduring hurricanes and 
nor'easters can rumble like 
a magnitude 3.5 earth¬ 
quake and can last for 
days, according to a study 
in this week's journal Geo¬ 
physical Research Letters. 
The quakes are fairly com¬ 
mon, but they weren't no¬ 
ticed before because they 
were considered seismic 
background noise. 

A stormquake is more an 
oddity than something that 
can hurt you, because no 


one is standing on the sea 
floor during a hurricane, 
said Wenyuan Fan, a Flori¬ 
da State University seismol¬ 
ogist who was the study's 
lead author. 

The combination of two 
frightening natural phe¬ 
nomena might bring to 
mind "Sharknado ," but stor¬ 
mquakes are real and not 
dangerous. 

'This is the last thing you 
need to worry about," Fan 
told The Associated Press. 
Storms trigger giant waves 
in the sea, which cause an¬ 
other type of wave. These 
secondary waves then in¬ 
teract with the seafloor — 
but only in certain places 
— and that causes the 
shaking, Fan said. It only 
happens in places where 


there's a large continental 
shelf and shallow flat land. 
Fan's team found 14,077 
stormquakesbetween Sep¬ 
tember 2006 and February 
2015 in the Gulf of Mexico 
and off Florida, New Eng¬ 
land, Nova Scotia, New¬ 
foundland, Labrador and 
British Columbia. A special 
type of military sensor is 
needed to spot them, Fan 
said. 

Hurricane Ike in 2008 and 
Hurricane Irene in 2011 set 
off lots of stormquakes, the 
study said. 

The shaking is a type that 
creates a wave that seis¬ 
mologists don't normally 
look for when monitoring 
earthquakes, so that's why 
these have gone unno¬ 
ticed until now, Fan said.Q 
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'Patsy and Loretta' highlightsbond between iconic singers 



his image released by lifetime shows Jessie Mueller as Loretta Lynn, right; and Megan HiHy as 
Ratsy Cline in a scene from the TV film, "Ratsy & LorettaThe film aiison Oct 19 on Lifetime. 

Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

Writer cl irec: tor C. a Hie Khouri 
is drawn to stories about 
female friendships and 
country music, and her lat¬ 
est tele vision film "Patsy and 
Loretta" combines those 
passions into the true story 
of a friendship between 
two of country music's most 
powerful voices 
Ihe biopic about Patsy 
Cline and Loretta Lynn, 
which airs Oct. 19 on Life¬ 
time, centers on their 
friendship, which has of¬ 
ten been underexplored in 
country music history, at a 
time when the two pioneer¬ 
ing women's careers over¬ 
lapped in the early'60s 
Khouri, who wrote the clas¬ 
sic female adventure film 
'Thelma and Louise" and 
brought her country music 
drama "Nashville"to prime¬ 
time television, said even 
she wassurprised to find out 
that the two singers had a 
close friendship when her 
stepdaughter brought her 
the script. 

"I wasjust blown away be¬ 
cause it was a time be¬ 
fore we really knew much 
about any of the women in 


country music," said Khouri. 
"I loved both of the artists 
of course and the fact that 
they had this really incred¬ 
ible bond." 

In the film, Cline is at the 
peak of her career with 
hits like "Walking After Mid¬ 
night" and "I Fall to Pieces," 
while Lynn isa young singer- 


songwriter from Kentucky 
just getting her footing in 
Nashville. 

Their styles were different, 
with Cline's powerful, al- 
mosttheatricalvoice made 
her one of country's first 
crossover artists, while Lynn 
penned songs about rural 
life and honky-tonk wom¬ 


en. But both were dealing 
with industry demands on 
how they looked and sang, 
juggling being motherswith 
their careers and clashing 
with husbands that liked to 
fight and drink. 

'We all know the story of 
Patsy Cline's life. We all 
know the story of Loretta 


Lynn's life. What not many 
people are aware of is their 
friendship," said Megan 
Hilty, who plays Cline. "It's 
about this beautiful sup¬ 
portive friendship between 
women and that is rarely 
done. These stories are not 
told in general." 

Hilty, who is known for her 
Broadway roles in 'Wicked" 
and '9 to 5" and the TV se¬ 
ries "Smash," delved deep 
into Cline's recordings and 
videos of her performing 
and read letters written by 
Cline to family and friends 
'To play an icon of this 
magnitude is extremely 
daunting," Hilty said. "But 
she's a fascinating person. 
I'm absolutely obsessed 
and in love with her." 

Jessie Mueller, who won a 
Tony Award for her role as 
Carole King in the Broad¬ 
way musical "Beautiful," 
also had the challenge 
of capturing Lynn's well- 
known Appalachian ac¬ 
cent and phrasing. 

'There'sdia lect work. There's 
guitarwork. It'sa lotto try to 
encompass the essence of 
someone like Loretta Lynn," 
MuellersaidO 


Vietnam bans animated 'Abominable' over South China Sea map 



In this Sept 7, 2019, file photo, the character Everest from the 
film "Abominable" appears on the red caipet on day three of 
the Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall in To¬ 
ronto. 

Associated Press 


HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 

Vietnam haspulled "Abom¬ 
inable" from theaters be¬ 
cause the U.S.-Chinese- 
made animated movie 
showed a map supporting 
Chinese claims to the dis¬ 
puted South China Sea. 

The image in one scene 
showed the so-called nine- 
dash line, a vague and 
broken outline around the 
resource-rich waters China 
claims as its own territory. 
Those claims overlap with 
claims by Vietnam and 
other Asian governments, 
and an international tribu¬ 
nal in 2016 invalidated Chi¬ 
na's vast claims in a case 
brought by the Philippines 
"Abominable," the story of 
a Chinese girl who helps a 
yetigetbackto itshome on 
Mount Everest, isa collabo¬ 
ration between Dream¬ 
Works Animation and Chi¬ 
na-based Pearl Studio. 

It was shown in Vietnamese 
cinemas for a week be¬ 
fore its removal, the state- 
owned Tuoi Tre newspaper 


reported Monday. 

'We will be more alert and 
more vigorous in censor¬ 
ship," the head of the gov¬ 
ernment's cinema depart¬ 
ment, Nguyen Thu Ha, was 
quoted assaying. 

The department is respon¬ 
sible for the censorship of 
all movies for violence, sex 
and unfavorable political 
messages in authoritarian 
Vietnam. 

Trailers and other associat¬ 
ed information for "Abomi- 
nable"have been removed 
from the Vietnamese dis- 
trib uto ns' we b site a nd so c ia I 
media channels The mov¬ 
ie's trailer and posters were 
removed from advertising 
screens in theaters. 

A Dreamworks representa¬ 
tive did not immediately 
reply to a message seeking 
comment about the scene 
a nd Vietna m's ba n. C hina's 
Foreign Ministry has not re¬ 
sponded to requests for 
comment. 

The film was also met with 
criticism from Vietnamese 


movie fans. 

"It is an insult to Vietnam," 
said student Minh Hieu, 
who was looking fora mov¬ 
ie to watch on Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon. 

Another student, Nguyen 
Mai Huong, said: "I wouldn't 
watch it even if it still 
showed in the cinema. The 
(nine-dash) map is straight- 
up wrong. And I am abso¬ 
lutely not going to support 
it." 

"Abominable" began play¬ 
ing in the Philippines and 
another South China Sea 
claimant Taiwan in early 
October. 

In Manila, presidential 
spokesman SalvadorPane- 
lo told reporters a decision 
on continuing to show the 
movie in the Philippineswas 
up to a government movie 
censorship board. 

Foreign Secretary Teodoro 
Locsin J r. in a conversation 
on Twitter suggested cut¬ 
ting the offending scene 
might be better than an 
unconstitutional ban of 


the movie in the Philip¬ 
pines Locsin is known for 
irreverence on Twitter and 
the government has never 
clarified if his tweets ex¬ 
press official policy or per¬ 
sonal views 

The Philippines has tem¬ 
pered its once-vocal op¬ 
position to China's asser¬ 
tive claims in the disputed 


sea since President Rodrigo 
Duterte took office in mid- 
2016. 

Vietnam's ban of the ani¬ 
mated movie comes dur¬ 
ing an increasingly tense 
and months-long standoff 
between itsshipsand a Chi¬ 
nese survey vessel and es¬ 
cort ships in disputed Van¬ 
guard Ba nk off Vietna m.Q 
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In this Sept 29, 2015 file photo, actress J ulie Andrews arrives at 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic 2015/2016 season opening gala 
at Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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AP Exc lus ve: J ulie Andrews 
reflects on her Hollywood yeais 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Every 
one is on their best behav¬ 
ior when Julie Andrews is 
around. 

It's early J une in Los Ange¬ 
les and Andrews is coming 
to film segments fora night 
of guest programming 
on Turner Classic Movies 
and speak about her new 
book, "Home Work: A Mem¬ 
oir of My Hollywood Years," 
which hits shelves Tuesday. 
The air is thick with antici¬ 
pation before her arrival. 
When her car does ap¬ 
pear— as prompt as Mary 
Poppins — the crew, the 
producers and even the 
catering staff all abandon 
their lunches and stand to 
attention. When she steps 
out, some even start to soft¬ 
ly clap, asthough she is roy¬ 
alty orperhapseven some¬ 
thing biggerthan that. 

But Andrews, seemingly 
knowing the effect she has 
on people, brings it back 
down to earth. 

"Hi gang!" she says cheer¬ 
ily, with that voice that for 
many is as familiar as their 
own mother's, putting ev¬ 
eryone (almost) at ease 
as she glides through the 
room. 

Even 1C M host Ben Mankie- 
wicz, who is no stranger 
to speaking to screen leg¬ 
ends, is a little awe struck. 
'God, every time you talk 
I think, 'She sounds just like 
Julie Andrews!"' Mankie- 
wiczsaysto his guest. 
Andrews just laughs 'Shut 
up, shut up,"she says 
For the next few hours, The 
Associated Press got a 
front-row seat as Andrews 
and Mankiewicz turned 
the little sound stage into a 
cozy living room for movie 
lovers as they discussed 
three films from hercareen 
1967's "Thoroughly Modem 
Millie," 1982's 'Victor/Victo¬ 
ria" and 1986's 'That's Life!," 
all of which she touches on 
in her memoir. 

Although they may not 
be as well-known as "Mary 
Poppins" or 'The Sound of 
Music," each provides a 
revealing glimpse into her 
work at different stages of 
hercareeroutside ofthose 
beloved nanny roles. In 
talking about George Roy 


Hill's adaptation of 'Thor¬ 
oughly Modem Millie," An¬ 
drews reflected on her 
friendship with co-starMary 
TylerMoore. 

"She called me Millie and I 
called her Miss Dorothy for 
the rest of our lives," An¬ 
drews, who just turned 84 
this month, said. "I miss her 
so much." 

All of the films are special 
to Andrews in some way, 
but naturally the ones she 
made with Blake Edwards, 
her husband of 41 years, 
are particularly so. 

'We made seven pictures 
together," Andrews said. 
'The first one 'Darling Lili'was 
such a huge flop it's a maz¬ 
ing we stayed together for 
41 years!" 

On "Victor/Victoria," she 
said Edwards advised her 
to watch her old friend 
James Gamer for inspira¬ 
tion, telling her "not only is 
he a greatactor, but he'sa 
great reactor." 

"Blake would love to be 
sitting right here," she said 
wistfully as Mankiewicz 
praised the film. "He prob¬ 
ably is." 

The third film they discuss, 
'That's Life!" may be the 
least known of the bunch 
but is one that is in some 
ways the most personal. 
The dramatic comedy star¬ 
ring Jack Lemmon as man 
dreading his impending 
60th birthday party and An¬ 
drews as his wife was a low- 
budget, non-union family 
affair that was filmed in her 
and Edwards' own home 
using all of their friend sand 
nothing but a 13-page out¬ 
line to guide the process. 
"(Blake) wrote his demons 
in thisfilm,"Andrewssay& "It 
was really a gift to us all to 
say 'I'm sorry if I've offend¬ 
ed' ... it's his apology to us 
but it's on film." 

In "Home Work," Andrews 
writes fra nkly a bout her re¬ 
lationship with Edwards, a 
man she remains deeply 
and wholly in love with and 
in reverence of but who 
also had his struggles with 
prescription drugs. 

"I wanted to honor him 
properly. I wanted it to be 
truthful, but didn't want to 
hurt anybody, especially 


my kids," Andrews told the 
AP laterthatday. 

Deciding what to leave in 
and what to take out, she 
said "washand and I'm very 
nervous a bout that." 
Thefilmsand herconversa- 
tion with Mankiewicz will air 
on TCM on Oct. 29 begin¬ 
ning at 8pm Eastern and 
serve as a companion to 
the memoir, co-written with 
her daughter Emma Wal¬ 
ton Hamilton, which picks 
up where her first memoir 
"Home: A Memoir of My 
Early Years," left off: Her ar¬ 
rival in Los Angeles to film 
"Mary Poppins," with then- 
husband Tony Walton and 
baby Emma in tow. 

Aided by the diaries she 
kept throughout her life, 
some excerpts of which are 
included in "Home Work," 
Andrews gives a thought¬ 
ful account of her personal 
and professional highs, lows 
a nd everything in between. 
She tells amusing anec¬ 
dotes about Alfred Hitch¬ 
cock teaching her about 
lenses on 'Tom Curtain," her 
fear of driving on freeways 
during "Mary Poppins" and 
how Edwards stood up for 
herwhen people ata party 
were trying to pressure her 
into doing drugs. 

And she doesnotshy away 
from personal stories either 
About financial worries, the 
breakup of her first mar¬ 
riage, deciding to adopt 
two daughters from an or¬ 
phanage in Vietnam and 
her complex relationship 
with her pa rents 
The bookand the TCM eve¬ 
ning concludes with 'That's 
Life!," although of course 
her Hollywood years con¬ 
tinued after 1986. 

But, she said, 'They only 
wanted xnumberof pages 
and Iwascutting like crazy 
anyway." 

Still, it leaves open the pos¬ 
sibility of another install¬ 
ment. 

'There is so much more if I 
do write about it, 'Victor/ 
Victoria' on Broadway and 
'Princess Diaries' and other 
things and getting into the 
book writing," Andrews 
said. 'There might be (an¬ 
other). But not just yet, I only 
finished it 10 days ago !'□ 






















































In this Tuesday April 14,2015 file photo, Leonardo da Vinci's'Vit- 
ruvian Man" is displayed during an exhibition in Milan, Italy. 

Associated Press 


Da Vinci's "VRmvian 
Man" drawing can go 
on loan to Louvre 


ROME (AP) — An Italian 
court has ruled that Leon¬ 
ardo Da Vinci's iconic 'Vit- 
ruvian Man" drawing can 
be loaned to France's Lou¬ 
vre Museum, solving an on¬ 
going cultural dispute be¬ 
tween Italy and France. 

The Venice court last week 
had suspended the loan of 
the world-famous drawing, 
whic h is pa rt of a bate h of 
works by Leonardo and Ra¬ 
phael that the Italian gov¬ 
ernment had agreed to 


send to Paris. 

Wednesday's ruling cleared 
the wayforthe loan, reject¬ 
ing a complaint filed by an 
Italian heritage group Our 
Italy, which contended 
that the drawing was too 
fragile to travel and risked 
being damaged. 

The ' Vitro via n Man" is cur¬ 
rently kept in a climate- 
controlled vault in Venice's 
Accademia Gallery and is 
put on public display only 
occasionallyO 
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In this J uly 20,2017 file photo, Ihe Hit Men play music during a show atthe Axelrod Performing Arts 
Center, in Deal Park, N.J. 

Associated Press 


Music ians Hall of Fame to honor 
group with New J ersey roots 


By DAVID POKIER 
HACKENSACK, N.J. (AP) — 

Seven years after hitting 
the road to perform and 
share their stories of record¬ 
ing with some of the big¬ 
gest names in pop music, 
a New J ersey-based group 
of former A-list session mu¬ 
sicians is being recognized 
for its efforts. 

Ihe M usic ia ns Ha II of Fa me 
and Museum in Nashville is 
giving its first "Road Warrior" 
award to The Hit Men, a 
group originally assembled 
in 2012 by former members 
of Frankie VaMi and Four 
Seasons "Ihe group has 
toured steadily since then, 
and its Oct. 28 concert at 


Nashville's City Winery will 
close a month of shows in 
California, Arizona, Maine, 
Louisiana and Tennessee. 
"It's an incredible honor to 
be recognized forthe work 
we've each put into ourca- 
reers supporting the great¬ 
est names in the music in¬ 
dustry," founding member 
Lee Shapiro said. 

"Ihe museum opened in 
2006and showcasesthe of- 
ten-unsung musicians who 
have backed legendary 
pop performers Among its 
famous inductees are the 
Wrecking Crew, the group 
of LA. studio musicians 
that played on numerous 
'60s pop hits; and the Funk 


Brothers, Motown Records' 
house rhythm section. 
Seeking to ride the musi¬ 
cal nostalgia wave and 
the success of the Four 
Seasons-inspired musical 
'jersey Boys," "Ihe Hit Men 
formed in 2012 in a base¬ 
ment studio in Fair Lawn, 
New J ersey, a bout 10 miles 
from New York. Their roots 
extend decadesfurther. 
Shapiro, keyboardist for 
Va Mi during the singer's 
mid-1970s comeback, had 
played with guitarist Don 
Ciccone and drummer 
Gerry Polci with the Four 
Seasons and knew bass¬ 
ist Larry Gates from child¬ 
hood. □ 


Shonda Rhimes, iHeavtMedia 
strike 3-year podcast deal 


IDS ANGELES (AP) — Tele¬ 
vision powerhouse Shonda 
Rhimes is moving aggres¬ 
sively into the burgeoning 
podcast world. 

Rhimes' company, Shonda- 
land, said Wednesday that 
she will serve as executive 
producer for podcasts to 
be distributed by iHeartMe- 
dia. 

Shonda land says it signed 
a three-year podcast deal 
with iHeartMedia and is 
launching Shondaland Au¬ 


dio. 

In a statement, Rhimes said 
she welcomed the oppor¬ 
tunity to expand Shonda¬ 
land's storytelling into the 
growing medium, which 
she praised for a unique 
sense of boldness and inti¬ 
macy. 

Shondaland has already 
ventured into podcasting 
with the weekly "Katie's 
Crib," in which actress Ka¬ 
tie Lowe discusses mother¬ 
hood with guests. 


New episodes will be dis¬ 
tributed by iHeartMedia in 
2020 . 

Rhimes, who became an 
ABC network mainstay with 
hits including 'Grey's Anat¬ 
omy" and "Sc and a I," signed 
an exclusive deal with Net- 
flix in 2017 to produce new 
programs forthe streaming 
service. 

"Ihe iHeartMedia company, 
which operates more than 
850 radio stations and the 
iHeartRadio digital service, 



"Ibis Feb. 24, 2019 file photo shows Shonda Rhimes atthe Vanity 
Fair Oscar Party in Beveriy Hills, Calif. 

Assoc iated Press 

distributes podcasts on all forms including the iHeart- 
major podcasting plat- Podcast Network.Q 
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Biophilic dec on Ways to bring the feel of nature indoors 



This undated photo shovusa converted garage project by Bunch Design in the Highland fteikarea 
of Los Angeles, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By KIM COOK 
Associated Press 

The term "biophilia," an af¬ 
finity for the living world, 
was coined back in the 
1980s by American biologist 
and author E.O. Wilson. We 
have an instinctive drive 
to connect with nature, 
he said, and the more we 
connect, the happier we 
are. That's why a walk in the 
woods can feel so good, or 
a sit on a quiet beach. 

In our homes, we might try 
to bring the outside in with 
a potted tree, some herbs 
on the window sill, perhaps 
floral wallpaper or land¬ 
scape art. 

Some other creative ideas 
from innovative designers 
today: 

"When I first started read¬ 
ing about biophilic de¬ 
sign and how we needed 
to be flooding our homes 
with gorgeous natural 
views, daylight and plants I 
thought, ’Well that's dandy, 
but how about people in 
homes and work spaces 
that just don't have ac¬ 
cess to these things?"' says 
Phoebe Oldrey, who runs 
Smart Style Interiors in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, England. 

"How do I, as an interior de¬ 
signer, give them the bene¬ 
fits of biophilic design? The 
answer came in the choice 
of materials we use in our 
designs, and natural mate¬ 
rials is the way to go." 

In one home, she designed 
floating maple cabine¬ 
try inlaid with a pattern of 
swallows in flight. In a din- 
ing/kitchen space with 
doors opening onto a leafy 
outdoor area, she placed 
a large light fixture com¬ 
posed of colorful glass bub¬ 
bles; if's as though a cluster 
of errant balloons drifted in 
from the backyard. And in 
a weekend cottage, she 
placed a ceiling fixture 
made of woven sticks over 
the bed, evoking a cozy 
bird's nest. 

Lighting is a great way to 
bring a biophilic element 
into a room. 

If you like fhe idea of fhaf 
stick fixture, check out Ser¬ 
ena & Lily's Vero pendant 
made of wispy woven rat¬ 
tan twigs. All Modern has 
the Organique chandelier, 
a freeform 'nest' of rubbed 
bronze. Arteriors Home has 


the Tilda fixture made of 
whitewashed wood sticks, 
and the Wichita floor lamp 
crafted of downed teak 
tree trunks. 

Brooklyn's Nea Studio has 
found a formula for treat¬ 
ing green marine algae so 
it becomes firm yef mallea¬ 
ble. Designer Nina Edwards 
Anker handcraffs the algae 
into light shades that cast a 
warm glow. Anker has also 
created a solar chandelier 
made from shells and pho¬ 
tovoltaic modules; hang 
the fixture in a window and 
it becomes a solar clock, 
turning on at dusk. Pass¬ 
ing breezes make it a wind 


chime, too. 

New technologies are giv¬ 
ing us lighting that's more 
reflective of outdoor light. 
Ketra offers an LED system 
that can be tuned so the 
room lighting moves from 
warm candlelight to a win¬ 
try Arctic sky. Nanoleaf's 
light panels interlock; affix 
them to a wall, then oper¬ 
ate them remotely to cycle 
through arrays like "sunrise" 
and "Northern Lights." 

If you're renovating or build¬ 
ing, think about adding 
cutouts beyond the tradi¬ 
tional windows and sliding 
doors — horizontal lighting 
like skylights, for instance. 


Bo Sundius of Bunch De¬ 
sign in Los Angeles says the 
firm always thinks about 
how sun and light moving 
across rooms can be used 
to connect interiors to the 
outdoors. 

In one converted garage 
project, long clerestory 
windows were placed high 
on the walls of a small liv¬ 
ing room. Afternoon light 
streams through a west-fac¬ 
ing skylight, and a stepped 
ceiling creates more in¬ 
teresting light plays. "The 
house sits in the middle of a 
dense residential neighbor¬ 
hood," says Sundius, "yet it 
feels airy and open." 


This fall, Farrow & Ball de¬ 
buted Colour by Nature, 
a collection done in col¬ 
laboration with London's 
Natural History Museum. 
Rare books, including an 
early color guide used by 
Charles Darwin, provided 
inspiration. There's an or¬ 
ange-tinged white inspired 
by the breast feathers of an 
owl; a green evinces the 
emerald hue of a mallard's 
neck. 

Behr Paint's 2020 color of 
the year is a soothing green 
called Back to Nature; 
complementary colors in¬ 
clude Light Drizzle, Secret 
Meadow, Dragonfly and 
Bluebird. 

Murals can showcase na¬ 
ture dramatically; they 
work well in family rooms, 
hallways or bedrooms. For 
something unusual, con¬ 
sider Flavor Paper's Sagua- 
ro Sessions collection. The 
studio's founder, Jon Sher¬ 
man, and photographer 
Boone Speed were inspired 
by a trip to Saguaro Na¬ 
tional Park to make wallpa¬ 
pers that showcase macro 
photography of gemstones 
and minerals, with the crys¬ 
talline structures creating 
unique patterns in extreme 
close-up. 

Roche Bobois' Bois Paradis 
collection from Maison La¬ 
croix features wood cabi¬ 
nets and screens, and up¬ 
holstered seating, printed 
with a woodland scene. 
On the casegoods and ta¬ 
bles, the pattern is in silhou¬ 
ette, giving them an air of 
mystery. 

Bedding maker Buffy of¬ 
fers the Breeze comforter 
made of sustainable euca¬ 
lyptus, and stitched with a 
wave and wind pattern in¬ 
spired by the rolling hills of 
artist Maya Lin's Storm King 
Wavefield in Orange Coun¬ 
ty, New York. 

Buffy's also introduced a 
collection of naturally dyed 
sheets, with dye experts 
Maria Elena Pombo and 
Kathy Hattori. They've used 
botanicals like walnut, gar¬ 
denia, turmeric and pome¬ 
granate to gently color the 
textiles. 

Miami-based design house 
Plant the Future is known 
for biophilic installations 
like "living" plant murals on 
building exteriors. □ 



Ibis undated photo shows the color Emerald Green by Farrow & Ball. 

Associated Press 


































